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PREFACE. ' 

T the commencement of the Russo-Japanese war I ,  with many others, was A apprehensive of that war leading to a conflict with England, consequently 
I felt morally bound to continue my investigations into the Middle Eastern 
Question, with which I was already somewhat acquainted, both theoretically 
and practically, through study and travel. I accordingly made a special study 
of Afghanistan as a possible theatre of operations between the two rival powers. 
The result of my labours which is set down in the following pages I first of all 
gave in a lecture to my brother offioers of the Life Guard Jaeger Regiment, and a t  
the same time was invited to repeat my lecture in an assembly of experts and 
other persons interested in the Afghan question. The present work has been 
published by me only a t  the particular request of those who were present a t  my 
lectures. 

All rights of reproduction of this lecture are reserved, as I do not consider 
a general publication possible in view of the special character of the question 
with which i t  deals. 

I consider i t  to  be my duty to convey my deepest and sincerest gratitude 
to Andrew Snyesareff * for his advice and suggestions which have lightened my 
labours in no small degree. 

P. A. RITTICH. 

*This officer is one of the leading experts on efffiirs, and has bccn recently lecturing nt the Russian 
Stel7 Collego on the present situation, in Central Asia.-(Translator.) 
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INTRODUCTION. 

It is no aecret t o  anyone that  our situation was unusually grave during the 
Japanese war, because, in addition to  our open enemies the Japanese who wpre 
fighting for the future of Pan-Mongolism, we had ill-wishers, not to  call them 
by a stronger name, amongst whom our eternal rivals, the English, take the first 
place. 

I am by no meana a supporter of the opinion, obtaining a t  the commencement 
of the war, tha t  England drew US into this struggle, as I consider that the fate 
of national wars does not depend on the wishes of this or that neighbour, or ,,f 

a n y  particular person, but  on numerous political, psychologica], economirRl 
and  social factors. Nevertheless, i t  would be futile to  deny that ~ ~ ~ l ~ ~ d t ~  
political and financial interference, by means of loans and many other ways, 
very much hastened the war. This assistance is to  be explained by consider. 
ations of the most complicated nature, but chiefly by the fact that  England 
fully appreciates the importance of such expenditure and loans, looking on thfm 
a s  an insurance premium paid for the  safety of India on the one hand, 
and for the permanence of her Empire in the East on the other. 

It was quite clear t o  everybody interested in the Middle Eastern Question 
that ,  had there been no Russo-Japanese war, there would in all probability have 
been an  Anglo-Russian war, as, in spite of all our love of peace, we could not 
allow England t o  expand in Persia, Afghanistan, Turkey and Tibet a t  the 
expense of our vital interests. Now tha t  the South African war has been ended, 
all  these questions have been brought to  the  front by the English and i t  is 
we alone who have delayed their solution. 

I n  order t o  substantiate my arguments I am taking the liberty of con- 
The policy of Lord Curzoo and the Indian sidering a t  some length Lord Curzon's 

Government. present policy and the gigantic plan which 
has been conceived by him and his party, a plan tha t  clearly shows us what we 
may expect in  the not very distant future. 

The movement of England eastwards is due not t o  Government but to  com- 
merce. The English are typical traders and their world-wide empire has been 
created entirely by merchants. The Government has mere!y supported these 
merchants, has strengthened the hold on possessions acquired by them, and only 
when serious political complications have arisen, or when their enterprises have 
attained an  abnormal growth, as for instance in India, has the Government taken 
over the country and declared i t  t o  be an Imperial Colony. 

With regard to  their acquisitions, the guiding principle of the English has 
been the exploitation of the  natives to  the fullest degree, which they have, how- 
ever, carefully concealed from view by putting forward the principle of the open 
door, tha t  is, Free Trade. 

The growth of British possessions in the Middle East baa 
automatically made India the centre of this vast empire, and for the last twenty 
years the Viceroys of India have been striving more and more to  become the 
dictators of the  policy of the Middle East. Lord Curzon, by nature the most 
ambitious and autocratic of all past Viceroys, no longer is satisfied with confining 
his attention to the Middle East, but  openly declares that  India will be the centre 
of an  all-world ~ o l i c y .  

Lord Curzon's desire t o  transfer the  political centre of gravity to India is, 
of course, quite natural. He is perfectly right in considering further centralization 
fatal to England for history shows tha t  the extension of kingdoms under the 
direction of a single centre has always led to  a catastrophe. 

In short, we see tha t  Indian Imperialism is finding more and more supportera, 
because i t  is impossible t o  unite the Middle East to  England, althoughit is quite 
feasible to tack on t o  India Persian, Afghan, Arabian, African and Chinege 
114 1.B. 



for India united with part of Asia during the times of the great 
eonquero~s; consequently, i t  is no novel policy that  has been evolved and i t  
may only be necessary to repeat an old mechanical cohesion. I n  short, Lord 
c ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ' ~  ides is to create one single territory stretching from Cairo to Shanghai. 

regard to Egypt he wishes to unite Cairo by railway with the Red Sea 
Indiall Orean in order to paralyse thereby the importance of the Baghdad 

RRilwa~.  At the same time i t  is proposed to wrest Arabia from Turkey, giving 
her autonomy as a vassal under the suzerainty of India. 

The claims of tlie Khedive of Egypt to the Muhammadan throne or rather 
to the leadership of Islam are also being supported. The idea of Pan Islamism 
is at  present engaging the attention of the most exalted intellects of the Middle 
East, and apparently the Shah of Persia and the Amir of Afghanistan have re- 
solved to use their spiritual power on behalf of the Sultan of Turkey. This dream 
of the leading Muhammadans is of course very far from being reaIized, as the mass 
of 1Iuhammadans are still far too inert and undeveloped and the schism between 
Sunnis and Shiahs is still far too pronounced. Hence there is plenty of time left 
for the English ; they are, therefore, anxious to strengthen the KhediveYs claim 
bv a lavish use of gold, and skilful policy, wresting first of alT the holy of 
Muhammadanism from the Turks. 

Their plans do not, however, stop here ; they desire to gain possession of t h e  
whole Arabian littoral, not only for political and commercial purposes, but also 
on strategical grounds so as to have bases for every front against all' cornbinationa 
and in all conflicts. 

The railway line crossing Arabia is t o  turn northwards from Koweit round 
the Persian Gulf and from Bushire cut across Persia and Afghanistan vici Shiraz, 
Kerman, Nasirabad and Kandahar, in order t o  join up with the Indian railway 
system, which in turn will eventually be linked up with a network of railways 
in China, having its outlet on the sea a t  Shanghai. In  this manner will be 
acquired a huge ribbon of steel which will traverse the whole continent of Asia, 
and join up a t  Cairo with the trans-African Cape to  Cairo Railway. 

By cutting across Persia England will attain her cherished dream of de- 
fining the Russian and British spheres of influence, and a t  the same time will 
secure for herself a valuable belt of the Persian continent, so necessary for en- 
suring connection throughout the empire, and, what is of chief importance, she 
will be mistress of the coast line, thus definitely cutting off Russia from the sea, 

nfeanwhile, since the Berlin Congress our public attention has been glued 
to the Persian Gulf and Indian Ocean, where we expect to obtain compensation 

The Dardanelles. 
for the straits * we Iost. We have further, 
in recent years, made a detailed survey 

of Persia with a view to railway construction and have also made omselves 
acquainted with its most important ports. The plans of England, in short, touch 
US in our most tender spot, and all the more since our failures in the Far East can 
be counter-balanced only by success in Persia where lies the Iine of lemt resistance 
and whither, according to the natural course of history, the centre of gravity of 
our policy can be transferred. 

BY taking possession of Southern Afghanistan for drategical and railway 
purposes the English desire to make a buffer of Northern Afghanistan, that is 
to say, to create a state sufficiently strong, if not to finally checlc the advance 
of Russia, yet in any case to render the latter's progress extremely difficult, that  
is, almost impossible. 

I 

Finally the English desle, in the words of Lord Curzon, to make of Tibet 
the glacis of India which will give timely warning of the approach of Russia, but, 
as the latter has no intention of taking advantage of this route and China's 
military organisation is for the time being not sufficiently developed to under- 
take an invasion of India, it would be more correct to suppose that  the Indian 
Government wishes to take possession of Lhassa, or rather the Dalai Lama, in 
order to obtain a predominating influence over the minds of the whole of Central 
Asia. 
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This is briefly curzon's scheme which has been accepted by the ~ ~ i t i ~ h  
Parliament. It is now being considered in all the chance]loriee,of lvestern 
Europe, i t  occupies the columns of the press, and has called forth a torrent of 
controversy and comment. For some reason this scheme has passed almost 
unnoticed by us, although, in reality, we are the country chiefly interested. 
it is aimed entirely against Russia and against her legitimate 

It would be out of place to  go into the details of the whole of the 
I shall only say tha t  for the permanent and complete realization of this 
t h e  motto should be " India for India,'' and a complete change muat be i n  the  whole of the political system of tha t  unfortunate country, which out of its 
budget of 700,000,000 (roubles) pays over more than half to the English adminis- 
tration and English nation for the privileges of becorning a member of that  empire 
and of hoisting its flag. 

I n  order t h a t  the  Empire thus created should be lasting, its centre, India, 
ahould be strong and powerful ; but  t o  attain this the English should moderate 
their appetites and treat their subject-races with less cynicism. At all events 
we can see from current telegrams the commencement of the realization af this 
political programme in Tibet, Afghanistan, Persia and Turkey. 

The questions of railway construction are complicated ; they require great outlay of capital and therefore -11 for the  participation of private enterprise. 
It will be b y  no means easy for the English to  find capital for their in 
Arabia, Persia and Afghanistan. With the enormous extent of the country 
t o  be traversed and the great engineering difficulties, a capital of a milliard of 
roubles will be required t o  carry out the whole of the programme of construction ; 
added to  this there is an entire lack of local traffic and the receipts from the 
undertaking will be practically nothing. It is hard enough to obtain a guamntee 
for t h e  Anatolinn line ; i t  will be harder still to  obtain it for the Arabian and 
Persian. Private railway companies do not take up enterprises of this nature. 
Hence the construction of the line can only be carried out by expenditure from 
the  Imperial exchequer, bu t  i t  is very doubtful if the Government of India is in 
a position t o  spend a sum of 10 millions within a short period, and i t  seems more 
probable tha t  the matter will be pigeon-holed for many decades. 

At all events i t  may be taken as a fact tha t  Russia will never permit the  
fulfilment of this projected scheme until reduced to  the  condition of a second 
rate power, and i t  is far from probable that  the English will ever succeed in 
obtaining the supremacy of the  Middle East without a sanguinary struggle with 
Russia. 

'J'heaattitude adopted by England during the present war is far from being 
~ ~ ~ l ~ . ~ ~ ~ i ~ n  relations, und the history of new to  us-Russians. The whole of the 

Afgon[atnn during the pest ocntury. past century has been one uninterrupted 
conflict, either open or secret, between us- 

~h~ centre of gravity of our relations for the past century has lain in Afghan- 
istan, as being the state situated between our respective frontiers. I t  will, there- 
fore, be to the point to  say something about the history of this country, which 
is so intimately connected with the  question of an Anglo-Russian collieion. 
ln point of fact, there is nothing very much to  be said of the history of Afghan- 
istan, because its existence as an  independent state does not date back for more 
than hundred and fifty years, that  is, from the time of the downfall the 

Empire of Nadir Shah. Up to  this time Afghanistan was merely 
a thorowhfare, which was used,as is well known, by geat invaders of 

India. 

The close of the  year 1800 was marked by our rupture with England. On 

the 24th January, 1801, the  Hetman of the  Don Cossacks, General Orloff, re- 
ceived an  autograph letter from the Czar, Paul I, in which he was ordered t o  
advance on Orenburg and to  proceed thence by three roads IIG Bokhara and 
Khiva to  the  river Indus. He was directed t o  raze all English factories and 
establishments in India to the ground, liberate the oppressed owners " and trans- 
fer the country to  Russia under the  same oonditions as  obtained under the English 



to divert the trade to us." The Cossacks, as is well known, marched out 

22,500 strong 24 guns, but had not reached Orenbuq before they received 
news of the death of the Czar Paul and an order from his successor to return 
to their permanent quarters. 

Under Alexander I we were to have taken part with the French Republic 
in a campaign against India, with the passive acquiescence of the Emperor of 
Germany, who agreed to allow the passage of the French troops through his 
territories. The army to be despatched to  India numbered 70,000, of whom 35,000, 
consisting of 25,000 regulars and 10,000 Cossacks, were to  be found by Russia. 
Astrabad was selected as the head-quarters and point of concentration of the 
allied armies. From Astrabad the line of advance of the allied army was to be 
bv Herat, Farah, and Kandahar to the Indus, and i t  was proposed to cover the 
distance from Astrabad to the Indus in 45 days, and from France to the Indus 
in ieo to 150 days, that is leaving France in May, t o  arrive in India in October. 
In order to assure success special envoys were to  be despatched from Astrabad 
to all the independent potentates with the object of enlisting their goodwill on 
the side of the Allies. 

The expedition of 1801 was not crowned with success owing, chiefly to 
the reluctance of the Czar, Alexander I. Napoleon, on becoming Emperor, con- 
tinued to entertain thoughts of this expedition. Entering into negotiations with 
Persia in 1808, he despatched Colaincourt to St. Petersburg with the special 
mission of obtaining the definite consent of the Czar, Alexander I, to his troops 
sharing in the expedition against India. It is a matter of history that Colain- 
court did not succeed in arriving a t  any definite results, and nothing came of 
his mission. On the contrary a few years later we were in alliance with England 
and waged our "National war" in 1812 with funds supplied by her. 

To counteract the effects of the alliance between the French and ourselves 
the English sent their first embassy to Afghanistan in 1808 under Elphinstone, 
whose remarkable work on that country is of importance even in the present 
day,' Elphinstone concluded with the ruler of Afghanistan, Shah Shuja an 
alllance which had the object of preventing Persia from taking any active part 
in the Fpanco-Russian attack on India. 

A% the time of our wars against Napoleon complete disorder reigned in 
Afghanistan which was, in fact, split up into three divisions, the chief centres 
of which were Kabul, Kandahar and Herat. It was not until the year 1823 2 

that  Dost Mahommed, the founder of the present Barakzai dynasty, succeeded 
in uniting the greater part of the country from Kabul t o  Ghanzi under his sway. 

Dost Mahommed,, being a strong monarch, was anxious to bring the whole 
of Afghanistan under his rule, but, encountering opposition on the part of the 
English Government, commenced to toy with Russia. The chief part in these 
negotiations was played by our agept, bieutenant Vitkievitch, who greatly in- 
jured English interests., 

The English then determined to settle once for aU with Afghanistan, t o  place 
a new Amir on the throne,, and 49, divide up  Afghaaistan and bring it under her 
control. 

In the autumn of the year 1838 an army was organized for the invasion 
of Afghanistan, and war was declared against that country. The army consisted 
of Bengal troops to the number of 9,500 men, wit$ 38,000 followers and 30,000 
camels, which were to be collected a t  Ferozepore, and in conjunction with 6,000 
SASghans wha were partisans qf Sh.& Shuja, and were, therefore, hwtile to Dost 
Mahommed, were to mqve on $lpi;k+rpur wbere i t  was, $0 be joined bp a column 
from Bombay consisting of 5,600 men. The ob'ective of both was 
Kandahar. A third q~lumn was to advance 04 k abul, On the' 18th March 
1839 the Bombep a ~ d  Bengal columns arrived in the Bolan pass where no 

Koles in I. B.- ' lost his throne while Elphinstone'e Mission was marching back from peshawar, 
9 1826. 
3 shah Shuja.8 force was chicfly composed of Hindustanis. 
4 Not quite correot. 



opposition was encountered, and after passing through i t  they proclaimed shah 
Shuja Amir.' Then the English directed a detachment of 5,0002 men aeainst 
Ghazni which was carried by storm. Ilost niIahomnled then evacuated ~ ( ~ b ~ l  
and fled nolthwards to Afghan Turkistan. On the 91s t  ~ u ~ ~ ~ t ,  1839, the ~ ~ ~ l i ~ h  
entered Kabul. 

At this time our task was to  strengthen and extend the frontiers of Persia, 
which was under our influence, and, with this object, u e  fissisted her in her dePipns 
on Hrra t  which were foiled owing to English intrigues. Besidps thip, we strove 
b!: every means t o  strengthen the position of Dost Mtthonlmed in Afghanistan. 

I n  November 1839 we determined to settle the lihivan question and des- 
patched Perovski's expedition. At the same time the people of Afghanistan, 
on hraring of our advance, took alarm and espoused the cause of Dost Mahommed, 
A movrment then commenced against the English. Dost Mahonlmed collected 
a considrrable force, crossed the Hindu Kush, and inflicted a severe defeat on 
the English a t  the Servanc1erakh4 pass. Such a decided success struck tenor 
into the English, and they d ~ d  not know a h a t  steps to take. Dost Mahommed, 
ho\\ever, came to their aid hy ~ o l c n t a r ~ l p  appearing in their camp. The English 
placed him under arrest and s c ~ t  him ~ n t o  exlle to  Indla. ?his nas  Eollowed 
by great unrest in Afghanistan, and the Ee~rnent nhich was started endtd a year 
later, on the anniversary of the battle of Pervanderakh, on the 2nd November 
1841 in a terrible insurrection. l'iany of the English Mission were killed. The 
Commander of the English force a t  Kabul, Ly his indecision, allowed the Afghans 
to  surround him and was defeated. Then the5 Chief of the Staff was invited to 
entcr into negotiations by the Afghans, and was treacherously murdered, but 
the force of 4,500 men vere allowed to retreat on Jellalabad. On the \cay the 
English were systematically wiped out by the Afghans in the defiles. Although 
the English had thcir revcnge in the end, se~iding Errm Iiandahar a force of 
15,0006 men which colllpletely defeated the Afghans a t  Khurd Kabul, and sacked 
the capital of Iiabul, yet they definitely evacuated Afghanistan. During the 
campaign of 1838-1842 the English losses amounted to over 30,000 men and 50,000 
camels, while the cost of the cxpedition came to more than £10,000,000. Even- 
tually the English were compelled to  liberate Dost Mahammed, who Bas again 
placed upon thc throne and reigned successfully till 1863. 

Their own failures in Afghanistan and our advance in Central Asia were 
amongst the chief causes of the part talren by the English in the campaign of 
1854-55. The English were forced to  check our advance. During the campaign 
it became clear tha t  n-e were too weak in Central Asia and could not carry out 
offensive operations against India. 

However, in 1654, projects for an advance on India were made. Chikhacheff 
proposed the despatch of an expeditionary force to Astrabad, the occupation 
of Hcrat, and from thence the despatch of 30,000 men against Kandahar, Dera 
Ismail I<hnn and, eventually, Lahore. Consequently the plan was dependent 
for its realization on the co-operation of Persia and Afghanistan. 

There was another scheme, formulated by Khrulieff, on very much the same 
lines. 

The failures in the Sevastopol campaign compelled us to turn our attention 
seriously to Central Asia, and in the sixties we attained some solid successes. 
~h~ English were seriously alarmed, and Sir Henry Bawlinson and (20. began 
to insist on interference in the affairs of Afghanistan, in the interests of peace, 
trade, and moral and material progress. 

Rawlinson said that we were advancing by parallels on India- The line 
orenburg-lrtish was the line of observation-the first parallel. !L''he line 

Ko!es In 1. li - 
1 I i ~ n g  not Amir. - 2 ne ,,hole force, except two battclions, left at Kondnhar. w* sent. 
3 Not quite correct. 
4 The Parwnrl Dnrn Pass whore Dost BIahommetl with PC0 horsemen charged two squadrom of 

native cavalry who bolted. As soon ns tho infantry came up, the Afghans mere driren off the 
lirlJ. 

a 'me Envoy. 
a 8,000 men from Poshamar. Tho Kandahar c o l u m  arrived after the capture of Kabul. 

114 I. B. 



,f the Caspian flea-Krasnovodsk-Amu-Darin WM a line of demongtrr, 
tionLthe second parallel. The third parallel was being opened by the 
~~~~i~~~ from Agtrabad in the direction of Herat, Kandahar and Kabul. 
This, in his was the crowning of the glacis. Public opinion was so 

that the English Government entered into communic;~t.ions with 
Russia as t,o her aims and the limits of her conquests. Negotiations resulted 
in the deterlllination of the Northern frontier of Afghanistan, and Prince (iort- 
chekoff conununicated the information that  the Czar considered Afghanistan 
to  be olltside the sphere of Hussian influence. It mould appear that thc English 
might now have remained satisfied, but our further successes in the Khanates 
of I(hiva nnd Kholrand, filled the cup of bitterness t o  o v e r f l o ~ i n ~ .  and our 
did her utlnost to  uree Turkrv into a war with us so as t o  pa t  a stop 
t o  our iurther progress, for, after the C'rimean campaign, England could not 
lnnke np her mind to take active measures against us. 

Even before the Rnsso-Turkish war of 1876 the detailed sketch of a plan 
for the invasion of India had been drawn up by Skobeleff. His proposals were :- 

(1) To open negotiations with the Amir of Afghnnista.n, supporting 
t,hese negotiations by the despatch of a Corps to  Kabul, 

(2) Having occupied Kabul. to  enter into relations with all the discontent- 
ed elements of India and to organize them. 

(3)  To collect a mass of irregular cavalry and to  hurl i t  into India as 
Timur hacl done. 

Liter the mar of 1877-78, in vicm of the hostile attitude assumed by tlie 
Eng]isll before the Congress of Berlin. Alexander I1 ordered a detachment under 
Grotenhelm to mote from Petro-Alesandrovslr on the Amu-Darya t o  Charjui, 
where i t  was ,to be joined by a force from the Trans-Caspian Province. General 
K,zuffmann was t o  advance through Boltharn and Samarlcand on Balkh, Bnminn 
and liabul. General Abramoff was t o  move from Snmarkand across the Alai 
range on Chitral and Icashmir ; speabing generally, this was merely a drmonstra- 
tlon, as the three collimns all told only numbered 20.000 men. We ~i ished t o  
collclude a treaty with the Afghans, for which purpose tlie lljssion of G~ncrnl  
Stolpetoff nras sent from Tashlrent t o  the Amir. Sher Ali Khan. The open p o d .  
~ 1 1  of Afghanistan t o  us seriously disquieted the English, and this was orle of 
the causes of a fresh Anglo-Afghan war. The Anglo-Indian Army, numbering 
35,000, advanced into Afghanistan in three columns, The Peshalvar column 
under T,ieutenant-General Brown-. 16,000 strong, advanced t,hrough tlie Khyber 
to  naltka and Jelallabad; the Afghans retreated from the KhSber without a 
f i q h t . 1  The Kurram column, 6,000 strong, under General Roberts, advanced 
through the Iiurram valley, and on the 30the November, 1878, attaclred the 
Peiwar Kotal. The attack did not succeed, and was repeated two davs later 
when the pass was captured. The southern column under Stewart, 11,0od strong, 

through the Bolan paas. On the 7th' January there was an  engage- 
ment a t  Takht-i-Pul, and on the 8th Kandahar was occupied. 

Tile Afghan Army suddenly disappeared. The Amir, Sher Ali Khan, our 
ally, evacuated Kabul, and proceeded t o  Mazar-i-Sharif, after transferring 
t,he reins of government to  his son, Yakub Khan. Afghanistan was in a state 
of utter chaos, and the Afghans were torn by endless dissensions. But very soon 
they recovered their senses and attacked the English communications.4 The 
rear of the English army was in great jeopardy. The reverses suffered in the 
defence of their lines of communication compelled the English t o  abandon their 
dreams of the conquest of Afghanistan, and they were forced t o  devote the whole 
of their attention to  securing these communications. 

Notes in I. B.- 
1 One at Ali Jfnejid. 
P No attack took place on the 30th. The only attempt to force tho Pass was the succeseful one of 

tllr 2nd Derember. 
8 Not quite correct. 
4 Communications were practically unmolested during firat phase, except by Zaklla Ichel. 
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l?nrtunntelv for them 8her Ali K h a n d i d  in Februaru 1879. aha yakl lb  
Khan became Amir. The ~ C W  Amir did nr:t fclly unrlerstand tllr precarious 
]'o"itioh of the  Ehplish, and hastcned t o  c o t ~ c l u d ~  the treaty (~antlnnlllk on 
the 28th of oj the same year. According to this treaty (1) Afg]lnnistan gave 
up  to  Ellfiland all passes leading frcm India;  (2) all external rp)Rticlns iwtwecn 
Af~)lan;stan and f ~ r e i ~ n  powers had to  be vontl~lcted thrt~uph the Eng]iHh (:overn. 
merit; i3) English Resident was to  be estnbl;shcd in Kabul ; ( 4 )  the Anl i r  
m7ss ass; ned an annual subsidy of £~O,OOO. Cavngnari was appointed ltesirlent 
in  x ~ ~ u Y .  The people were ~ e a t l y  excited by the terms of the trmtv. on 
the' 30th September of tha t  year Cavagnari and his escovt were murdered. 

A fresh war had to  be inaugurated, and Kabul t o  be r+occupied. Roberta 
hastily collected an army nncl moved on the capital of Afghanistan. He  was 
met on the way a t  Kushi by E'altub Khan, who bepaed for protection and 
peacp, The Amir, however, a-RS treated with scant ceremony, sent to India, and 
eveutually removed from his throne. 

Within ten miles of Kabul Roberts met the .Afghan army, 7,000 stronp, 
consisting of A bhdly armed militia. With a force oT 5,00CU men he routed this 
army at the battle of Charasiah, on the Kurram road, and on the 12th October 
occupied lcabul where he visited such savage reprisals on the Afghans that even 
the English Parliament shuddered. The Afghans were now seized with tremend- 
ous ancl Roberts was obliged to  rapidly take refuge in the fortified 
camp of Sherpur, near Kabul. 3Roberts had a f o ~ p  of 10,000 men and reinknrcs 
innnts were des~~a tched  to  him, IZ;., 12.000 from Peshawar, 9.000 11:6 the Kurram, 
and 0,000 from Kandnhar. But  the English successes a t  the battle of (;hazni 
( ?  hlin-tcd I<hel) in April, 1880. did not pacify the countrv, and the English nere 
a t  n loss to know how they were to  get out of this unpleasant dilemma. Fortun- 
ately Russia released Abdur Rahman Khan, grandson of Dust Mahommed, from 
her territory. 

H e  a r ~ i v e d  a t  Badakshan, where the inhabitants of the IJindu Khcsh pro. 
rlailned him Alnir. England a a s  c~nly too plad to acknowledge him, and on the 
5th August 1880 he was proclaimed ,\mir in Kabul. Roberts assisted him to 
etrcngthen his position by defeating his opponent Ayub Rhan, the Governor 
of Herat, 

Thr new treaty4 of Rau-alpincl; a a s  then concluded in 1780, the terms of 
which allowed Afghanistan a s u b ~ i d y  and retained for El:,nIand the right of 

relations with Afghanistan, annul l j~g,  however, the former treaty of 
Carlclamuk ; and the English garrisons were n i t h d r a ~ n .  

Our relations with Abdur Rabman IChan are a dark page in our history. It 
is humiliating, painful and bitter tha t  we sho111d have cherished a viper in our 
bosom, all the more as there was every reason to foresee that, on hls accession 
t o  tile throne, his policy would be such as i t  has actually proved to be. Even 
up t o  the present date no documents have been published with regard to our 
rqlations Lvith Abdur R;ihman Khan, and we are quite unable to iapartially 
allalyse the without implicating Kaufmanr, or other persons. 

cslans I do not think tha t  Abdur Rshman Khan personally disliked the Rub ' 
as  a people ; in fact, I imagine that  in his heart he was absolutely indifferent to 
Russians English alike. His favocrite phrase is well known : "whether the 
dog be red or white, dog i t  remains all the same." I n  all probability he Imked on 
both Russia and Kngland as powerful cnemies, ready to take the first suitable 
opportanity of possessing themselves of Afghanistan. 

For the time being Russia was the stronger and more dangerom during his 
reign, and therefore, according to  his opinion, the attitude of Afghanistan in 
general had to  be hostile t o  her  more aggressive neighbow to the one who 

t o  traverse the country or encroach Upon her liberty- 

Note.+ in I. B.- 
1 3rd. 
2 3.800. 
3 Tile n~rmbcrs in this ecntcnc0 ol'e 7,500, 2,500, nil, and 7,a09 m s ~ e c t l f e ' ~ .  
4 The Kabul Agreement. 
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~t is llnr(]Ij explaining tha t  from the point of vicw of Abdur Rahxllan 
Kllan t,his state of aflnirs was bound to continue until Afghnis tan becarne strong, 
was of n large n~ilitary force. and became a civilized state. Al)dar 
Rnhlnnn I<IIHn considered that  the one condition which w o ~ l d  i r te  Afghanistan 
frclm the rnenace of Russia ~vould be the possession of one millioxl trained t r o o p .  
\\'ith s ~ c h  an army, us civilization aclvnnced in Afghanistan, Abdur Rahman 
Khan would find i t  possible to commence the construction of railw;~ys from Kablll 
to the pl incip~~l  provincial towns a t  government expense and only t o  connect 
them a t  the last moment with the railway systems of India und Russia, there. 
by opening up the country to the trade and intercourse of the world. 

Tlie present Alnir fully shares the ideas and opinions of his father, and, thrre- 
fore, all the attempts of the Governor-General of Turl;istan, General Jvnnoff 
to establish eve11 only commercial relations wit,h him have so far been fruitless. 
The Russopliobe party a t  Kabul is so powerful t h a t  the  Arnir H a b i b ~ l l n h  Khan  
was compelled to take under his own protection a native envoy, sent with a lettcr 
by General Ivanoff, as the  Afghans present a t  the  Durbar were anxious t o  pu t  
llim to death. 

Having confirmed my own ideas by  this historical retrospect, I will now 
turn to Afghanistan itself, since, by its geographical position and its resources, 
it, is liliely to play a most important par t  in the event of a conflict with England. 
I t  seen~s unnecessary to  explain why the  lines 01 operation will traverse Af- 
ghanistan. 

The shortest distance between Russia and India lies through this country, 
and the fundamental principle of strategy is, t h a t  the  line of operations should 
be as s l~ort  as possible, otliernrise i t  neceseitates too large a force for its security. 
This route is indeed the most convenient and the richest, as regards resources, for 
t,he conduct of military operations ; consequently this route satisfies all strate- 
gicnl considerations. The line of advance through Persia is too roundabout, 
and only permits of a turning movement against Herat and Farah ; the further 
advance on India is bound to  be through Afghanistan, for Bnluchistan is un- 
suited to  operations and is devoid Uf railways owing to  the  difficult nature of 
the country, unproductiveness, absence of water and scanty population. This 
matter has been madc quite clear by English expeditions and my own recon- 
naissances in Persiam Baluchistan. An advance by the Pamirs is very circuitous, 
and. owing t o  its natural difficulty and the absence of resources, is fit for very 
small forces only. Therefore i t  is impossible to  conduct extensive operations 
outside Afghanistan. Everyone ltnows this well, hence the English have always 
devoted their main attention to  Afghanistan. 

I n  historical confirmation of this proposition, I would point to  the  campaigns 
against India, all of which were conducted through Afglianistan, or rather over 
t,he Hindu lcush, because the  present political designation of the  kingdom is a n  
out,come of the  last century. 

I cannot dwell on the details of the different campaigns nor do I consider 
it, as this work has already been done by General Soboleff and 
others. I will only briefly sketch the characteristic features of these cam- 
paigns, because the deductions from them are very instructive and interesting for 
us even a t  the present time. Out of the twenty * great conquerors nineteen went 
from north-west to  south-east, i.e., in the very same direction as our line of 

would lie, and only the last of them, Nadir Shah, in  1735,' used 
the line of operations Seistan to  Kandahar, i.e., from west t o  east. To all these 

* ~nl.asions o/ India thrfnlgh A/ghani~tan.Semiramis, twcnty-third century B.C. ; (2) Seciastris ; 
(2) Cvrus, 538 ; (4)  Darius; (5) ~lcx-nnder the Great., 327 R.C. ; (6) Antiochus the Great, 200 R.C. ; 
17) r)luotrius the Bactrian, 195 B.C. ; (8) Encrntides ; (9) Arshalc 11, the Great, or Parthian Invasion ; 
(10) T i ~ r  Scythians, 120 B.C. ; (11) The Pcr~ian Emperor Naushirwnn in the ~ i x t h  century A.D. ; 
(1.2) Y R ~ I I Z  Khi>.n, eighth century, A.D. ; (13) Sabnkhtagin in the tenth century A.D. ; (14) hlnhmud of 
Ghnzni. rl$.venth century A D .  ; (15) .\Ishorned Guri, 118G-1105 A.D. ; (1G) Gllcllghiz Khan in tho 
thirtt-~11th ~,rntllry ; (17) Timur, 1398 A.D ; (18) A ~ I I  Bskr 3Iirzn in the Eft?enth century ; (19) Babar in 
the sixtcenti co~ltury ; ('20) Nadir Shnh the Persisn in 1735.2 

h'ntca in 1. R.- 
1 173i. 
2 Incomplete (vide Note 2)  ncxt page. 



conquerors the Hindu Kush did not offer any special obstacle, and they 
crossed it  in many directions and by many passes, not only in summer, spring 
end autumn, but even in the severest winter and in deep snow. (Ghenghiz 
Khan in the eighth century A.D., and Babarl in the eixteenth century.) 

Having crossed the Hindu Kush, all thede conquerors considered it  necessarp 
to  establish a base on the line Kabul-Kandahar and to secure their lines of commu- 
nication. The solution of the problem in some cases was very original. Ghenghiz 
Khan, for instance, literally cut off the heads of almost the whole Persian popu- 
lation of the provinces known a t  the present day as Herat and Kandahar, in order 
t,o ensure the safetv of his communications. After establishing bases, preparations 
were commenced for the invasion of India, for which purpose the armies of the 
conquerors were reinforced by Afghans who were considered the finest fighting 
material. Simultaneously with this, emissaries were sent to  India, in order to 
collect the necessary information, incite the turbulent races to  rebellion, and 
make all preparations for the advent of the army. 

The conquerors occupied much time in the preparations for the invasion 
of India, one year or even several ; all this time they tried their strength in minor 
expeditions t o  the confines of the present North-West Frontier of India, 

These armies of invasion varied in number from 80,000 to 200,000, and poured 
into the  lai ins of India for the most part by the main passes of the Suleiman 
range, i .e . ,  by the Khyber, Kurram, Gomal and Bolan. 

Whilst en route to  India, most of the great conquerors had no knowledge 
of its strength or dimensions, and hence, after their invasion, they very soon 
became convinced that  i t  was not possible to  subjugate the whole country, and, 
if subjugated, they would have had t o  rule it, a task quite beyond their powers. 
Therefore the conquerors preferred to  plunder India, t o  exact huge contributions 
from it  and to leave it  under its old rulers, being satisfied if i t  remained a vassal 
dependency. There was one2 exception to  all these conquerors, viz., Babar in 
the sixteenth century A.D., a well-informed, talented and brilliant leader of men, 
who made the most complete ~ r e ~ a r a t i o n s  for all his campaigns against India, 
devoted all his powers to  this country, and founded there the dynasty of the 
Great Moguls which lasted more than two centuries. 

There is yet another curious side to  the history of the great invasions of 
India. It is quite true that this is a game with figures, tinged with much 

but everyone who has ever been in the east involuntarily becomes 
a fatalist and ,nystic, and I would therefore request that these lines may be read 
with all due allowances. 

The fact is that  India has been invaded by twenty great conquerors in the 
course of forty centuries, which makes an average interval of 200 years between 
each separate invasion. The last invasion of India took place in 1735,~ and 
therefore i t  is time to expect that  the historical process will be repeated during 
the current century, if not within the next twenty to  thirty years. 

On this occasion Russia will, in all probability, be selected by the will of 
fate to play the part of the great conqueror, as foretold by Tolstoi and other 
great thinkers; does not this fact, together with many others, impel onc to  
devote serious consideration to  the Indo-Afghan problem, and, if only in theory, 
t o  endeavour to  arrive a t  the best possible solution ? 

 note^ In I. B.- 
1 Bnbnr crossed thc Hindu Kufh in August, 1504. 
2 Alany conquerors bcfore Rnbar remnin~d in India. 
3 ~ 1 1  ~ h ~ ~ d  Shsh'a invasions are omitted. The date ebould k 1737, vide preceding page, note 1. 
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TIIE (:EO(:RAPHY OF THE ( ' O U S ' ~ R Y  A S D  ITS P R ~ B I ~ E J I S .  

Afglitlnislfi n l?re.q('lltR in its geogral~hical. :IS ill many other, re]iltil)ns a tran. 

r!,~uti~I:tvi~~:.. sltional step betweell Indian and Ir.:~rl 
proper. I ts  frontiers are (Stat,,+ 

~niln's ye;lr  llrloi<, 1!)04) l>r.tnecn 30" and 3s; 20' (.,f ]at,itllcle and  60'- 30' 
74.' 30' of ~ilat ,  Io~~g i tude  fronl (;l.ecn\yic]l. The ;ll)proxim;ltc area ,,f c,,unt,ry is 
l J 0  1 1 1  i s .  A~cordirrg tc, Hlls5ian inforlnat,ion <,f 18$)1 ( ~ ~ ~ - ~ ~ k -  
house and  J ' r s f~(m's  k;~icycloprudia, Yo]. I )  its frcJnt,it rs lie in ];ltitlide 2 ~ -  and :$;; 
15' ; t~ld ill l (~ l~gi t .u t l ( 'O~" 65' a11c.l 74" 45' c,;lst f rom (-:rren\vicll. The diffrrence in 
1:ltit.utle is \.('I.)' I:lrxe; it is (xsplaillcd rllnillly by tile inac:curnc,y intenticIllal 
l1llt1ust\~ortll~n('ss cll the  k1 gl ~ 1 1  inf(,rm::ticlu rcgnlding t,Ile Russo-Afghan fron- 
t ~ e r ,  as ; I ~ S I I  I.]? the cllirnges whiclr f c  ]low( d from the denlnrc:ltions of the nineties 
( ~ 1 1  the Intli;ln :Is we'll the Rus~ inn  frontier. Oar frontier n-ittl Afghanistan 
1s lrasecl upc'l~ i l ~ c  t i c  i~larcations signed ;;t I1etcrubarg, the c,ne on the JI-,ly 
1887 and the othfir in 1895. 

Tlre first tlenlnrcatic~n concerns our nclrthtrn ficnt,ier as far as the Amu- 
l)arya,  ancl for tllr most part  the oasis of Pa~~j t l eh .  The extent, of the l i n e  fronl 
Z-ulfilcar (%11lf lwr) to t hr A4mu-J2ar>-:l is 615 vc l.sts (4C8 nliles), and of these the 
fi!st 225 V ~ I . S ~ Y  (I49 ~niles) are fkirly well natt.rctl ; in fact the i\Iurghab is a run- 
n.ng stream tlie whole year round. Beycjnd thc. Murghab there are no sources 
of wi&t , r - s~~pp ly  of any capaci t ,~ ,  and,  tliereforc~. probably only t.he st,ret,ch of 
225 versts will be suitable fcr the stiategical cleploynient of our army. 

So far as I know there arc now hardly an!- frontier disputes along this portion 
of our frontier. The last d i ~ p u t c  ercze in 18'33 in conl:ection with the irrigatil:n 
of ('llanian-i-Btda, but  tha t  has 1;een f i  Il? F C  ttlccl f ( ~ r  some time. Serious mis- 
understandings with the I-IErhpn:. ovcr t1,c I 'an'iis quest,ion aIose in the ninctirs 
of the  last century. The Aigllans, howtver, are not alone to  blame for them. 
Much of the falilt attaches to  us. Russiars. We did not take the t,rouble to  study 
scientifically tlie h i e l ~ 1 ~ -  : i ~ d  gccgraphy of the K c l i a ~ d  Khanate u-hich had been 
conquered 'by us, and we t r ta ted  this question with ccmplrte incliflerence. Tbr 
English urged Abdurrahnian Khan and t1.e Cl.inc:e to  take advantage of our 
neilect and to occupy sewral  disputed ~ o ~ t i o n s  of the Pcn~irs.  I n  the hands of 
Abdurrahman Khan was Ihe valuable but inconclusive agreement of 1873, which 
gave bhe widest possibility for handling the Paniirs question according to tbe 
\vishes of the interested pa.rty. 

Thus, by the  agreement of 1873, Badakhshnn and Wakhan were included in 
the  possessions of Afghanista.n. The Afghans were of opinion that  Roehan anti 
Shugnan (Shignan) were par t  and parcel of Badakhshan. After the affair a t  
Sarnatash (Somatash) on the  24th July  1893 any arbitrary interpretation of the 
articles referring to  the disputed tracts could not be suffered, ancl accorclingly n 
demarcation was the ultimate result. By the  March agreement of 1895 the Afghans 
evacuated the  districts of Shugnan (Shignan) and Roshan that  lie on the right, bank 
of the  Pyandja (Panja.) and Amu-Darya, but Bokhara surrendered to  Afghanistan 
the  portion of Darnraz lying along the left bank of the Oxus. It would appear that 
the  frontier has been finally delimita.ted. but: a s  a matter of fact, there remain in 
this neighbourhood many anomalies in the relations between the local tribes and 
the  Russian authorities. 

Tlie frontier between Afghanistan and India depends ~ r i n c i p a l l ~  on the 
treaties concluded a t  Icabul by Sir &lortimer I)ur:~nd in 1893. By virtue of two 
agreements, signed by him, the frontier was determined frcm Chi t~al  and t1.e 
Raroghil pass t o  Peshawar wncl I<oh-i-MaIik-Siall. By these agreements Wakhan, 
KafiriStan, Asmar, Lyalpura (Lalpura) and a por thn of lvfi~iristan finall? 
incorporated with Afghanistan.2 I n  return for this ALdurraEnlan Khan abandoned 

claim t o  the railway station a t  New Chaman, Chagelih (Chagai), the remailling 
- -p.--.--.----.----...--... - ~ ~ - -  ~~ ~ - - -- 

Xotcs in I. H. - 
1 245.000. 
2 :\I1 \Vnziristnti is inside the Durnnd line. 
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portions of Waziristnn, Bul~mkel ia ,~ Kurmni. Rajdnl~r (Bnjar), Fn-at. Ilir, O ~ i t r a ] ,  
Hlld file ro,lnt,ry t ~ f  the Afridie. In return for all thehe cc~iiccsrione the B m i r ' ~  

was inrrensed from twclve to eightttn lalchs. 
~1~~ nctun] de]inlitnticln based on the 1693 trt ntics continues got '1 to the 

prespllt time. TIIIIS, for exa~nple, in Marcli of last yelir (1804) nn Rn~li rhz ;,ll(l 
Afghan Cc)lllmission was appointed to carry out the drlni~icntion c.f the frolltirrp 
in tile Jlomilnd country and in Tirah. I am uni~\\-are of its results. 

The Rpreementsof the nilleticfi with the En~l leh  have been very disaclvantiigc()ll,q 
to Afgl,ilnlstn~~. This country hns becn deprivcd of porti tcs of real A f ~ l ~ i l n  

which are reckolled to have a pcpulntion of nlore than a nlillitn J urc-llrt clrd 
Afghans, It seems strange that  such a dist;ngltished diplomatist as A t d u r r a h ~ l ~ ; ~ n  
Khan sllou]d have thus treated a population and land which had been his for Tears 
and tllRt too a t  a tinle when he stood out so energetically against the English over 
comparatively futile questions. 

I t  seems to  me that the solution of this must be sought in the f o l l o \ ~ i n ~  cc n- 
siderntions. In  the nineties of thr last crntuiy the Afphan populaticin r f  Chitral,7 
Stvat and other places were \i70nt to  ncltnowledge the Amir of Afghanistan ns 
little as they now acknowledge the English Government. These are m o s t l ~  sninll 
kingdoms which are as hostile to  the supreme power a t  Kabul as to tha t  of India. 
They wish to have their own little JJuliammadan rulers, and are readv to  def(.nd 
with armed forces their rights and traditions. Perhaps i t  was deep pnlitic;~l 
aalculation which led Abdurraliman Khan not to  oppose the  delimitatit n of 
the irontiers now in progress. It was beyond his power a t  tha t  time to  scttle 
n-ith all these petty sovereignties, and in the meantime his protest might have led 
to  a third Anglo-Afghan war. Meanwhile the English even now have been nhle 
to do nothing with these freedom-loving races. According t o  the account of 
N. A. Aristoff they have expended up t o  700 millicn rupees on their North-Western 
Frontier in the course of fifty years in wars and expcditions alone, and yet they are 
far from being able to  say that$hcy are masters of tlie country. On the con- 
trary they have done everything possible to  exasperate their subjects and have 
brought home to them the importance of reunion amonqst themselves. The time 
is not far off4 when the tribes of the North-West Frontier, lilte our mountainc>els 
of the Caucasus, will become a united body. They are only in need of a spiritual 
chief, and, in my opinion, our proxinlity forces us to  assist this deveIopment ; 
thus, a t  least, the English are acting in Central Asia. 

The fate of future history is not revcaled t o  us, and i t  may be tha t  in a not far 
distant iuture the idea of nationalism and Afghan Empire will penetrate the hearts 
of the Afghans; in  tha t  event the calculations of Abdurrahman Khan will be 
justified and the North-West Frontier will act as tlie main lever in the unification 
and future growth of Afghanistan to  the confines of the Indian Ocean, which is 
the secret dream of all the foremost Afghan intellects. 

The frontiers of Baluchistan are closely connected with the delimitation 
of the frontiers of India because Baluchistan is in the position of a vassal t o  this 
country. 

The only   lace where the  Persian frontier has not been definitely fixed is 
Seistan.= That dainty morsel gives no rest to the English, but, connected as i t  is 
with the ~ o l i c y  of active defence adopted by Kitchener, the English will not 
hesitate from seizing it. It was not for nothing that  the MacMahon Mission 
lingered here longer than seemliness demanded. The institution of a regular 
~ y s t e m  of control of the waters in the Seistan basin was merely a stupid pretext; 
the real causes of that occupation are known too well to all of us. 

Four-fifths of Afghanistan are crags and ~rountains,  p,rooded and barren. 
Orography. Amidst these there are fertile and well- 

watered valleys as also considerable desert 
tablelands? almost devoid of vegetation. The mountains are higher than those of 

- -- 
-- 

Notes in 1 R.- 
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4 I <  \cry fqr off 
6 South of Se~stna 



~\ \ - i tzcr l ; ln~l  ant1 the h(  i ~ h t ~  t lcrrcn~r in a p~nr rn l  n r r t l l - r e~ t  to ? c , ~ l t h - ~ r ~ t  rlirrr+irln. 
I n  tl1c3 c:istc.rn portion of tllc: country th r  averapc elevation is 1 , ~ : j o  il1c!trCs ( ~ , c l , , c )  

feet,), in the soutl1-rncst 500 rrlctrcs (1,640 fert). 

The c*cntrc of t l ~ c  ~nollntain systeni of Afghnnistnn is Iornlctl 1 1 ~  the Ilillc!u 
I iush ~ 1 1 i i - h  s r ivrs  as thc waterparting to the Amu-1)arya ar:tl the ;Inl] 
t , c ~ n ~ ~ ~ r i ~ ~ s  in its c-iistrrn pc:rtic,n the sculhern c.utskirts of tllc FnnlirP, linc,Ivl1 
an11)llg thc ancients as the Indian Caucasus or Paropnmisus.l 

l'hr gcn6'ral appearance of the range is that  of a tortuous crescent of gr~: i t  
radius slight'ly curving ~ ~ \ l - a v  to  the souih. The general length of the Hindll Kueh 
p r o ~ e r  is 650 V ~ T S ~ S  (432 nliles). I t s  eastern portion adjoins the Hinlalayan 
system (Wnstaph-Karaltor~ni) which forms with it almost a right and coil. 
sists of :t conglonlcratir\n of strata (the Indian conglomerate), unique on t,he terres. 
trial ~ l o h r ,  with a multitudt. of peaks of 25,000 feet and more. The average 
height of the  eastern portion is some 19,000-20,000 feet and the western somelvhat 
less. 

From 7 4 O  E. longitude Greenwich westward the Hindu Bush romprises two 
ridges of which t l ~ e  northern is the ' i r . ~  of waterpart ire;  the southern chain2 ie 
ten  to  twenty versts (6;-13 miles) distant f r ~ m  the first and sonienrhat less in 
altitude. 

,it. 69" 30' E. the Hindu Kush forms a huge knot, the Khawak pass ; across 
this ma.rched Alexnnder the  Great, Timur and others. Frcm the Khnwak subsi- 
tliary chains radiate in various directions. West of the Khawali the Hindu Kush 
becomes narrow and continues so as far  as the Irak passes where i t  widens con. 
sidcrably and forms ari extremely tangled mass. The snow-line of the Hindu 
I(usl1 appears to  be a t  a height of from 14,000-16,000 feet. 

The passes of the  Hindu Kush attain a height of 12,000-14,000 feet 4 and 
more. These passes are - 

(a) To the  valley of the  Indus and Chitral :-(1) Min-Teke (Rlintaka), 15,420 
f e e t ;  (2) Kalik (Icilik), 16,100 (15,870); (3) yonoff, 17,100 
(?  Wakhjir, 16,100) ; (4) Gazan, 16,000 ; (5) Baroghil, 12,400 
(12,460) ; (6) Khonlzon (Khankon), 16,600 ; (7) Ieht,ir:tk. 18.000 (Sar 
Istaragh, 17,450) ; (3)  Khatinza, 16,560 ; (9) Nuksan, 16,050 ; (10) 

I A p a m ,  16,112 (16,630) ; (11) Dora, 14,800. 
(b )  TO I(afiristnn, and the  valley of the  Kabul and Kunar :-(I) IIindcI 

(Mandal), 15,800; (2) Uaidf ; (3) Khama (Kamah or Kamar 
Bids) ; (4) Katvar ; (5) Kalim ( ?  Kulam) ; (6) Ramgul ; (7) 
Arldjunli~l (Anjuman) ; (8) Khawak, 11,640 ; (9) Talor Tul (Til) 
(10) Shahba.kh (Shahbak) ; (11) Perendeff or Baznrak (Parander) ; 
(12) Arzu, 15,330 ; (13) Beigekh ( ?  Bajgah), 12.300 : (14) Eiuehan 
(Kaoshan), 14,340 ; (15) Valian (l\;alian), 15,160 ; (16) Shabdarn ; 
(17) Rhnbardar (Chahardar), 13,900; (18) T a ~ m  (Tnva) ; (1:)). 
Tadri ; (20) Zak or RoEat (Ak Robat) ; (21) Tun-Ichane; (22) 
Sliibar, 9,800. 

TIle list of passes given skove is far  from complete. It is 811, I may say, 
tha t  is l<noMrn to  11s of the Hindu Bush, and, with the txception ~f the Yonoff, 
Baroghil, I<:Llil;, 13in Teke, Khonkon and several others which have been recon- 
noitred by sonoff, Snyesarefl, Sofronski and other Russinns, all remaining in. 
formation is borrowed from English reconnoitrers, and much too from literature 
wlliCh is now somewhat old. 

from this even the  passes reconnoitred by us, ns, for instance, the yonoff 
and ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h i l  upon in t,he nineties we based our calculat,ions and operations, 
have proved now t o  be not altogether satisfactory, and to-day t,he lines of opera- 
tions lead to passes. All the  prejudices in favour of this or tha t  pass show 

_ _ - -__-- . -- -- 

Notes in I. I$.- , p;I,.op;lmislls in  r~sonlly n ~ p l i e d  to tbe range ncrth of Herat. 
2 ~h~ c. solltl~rrn chain " docs not exist. 
Th,, T ~ , ~ ~ J ~  trrnlinates nt the Shibur Pam Thc Imk pa68 is in the K o h - i - p a h ~ .  
l'lIis is ( I . I IR  Of tllC ,,eSrPrn seetion only. In the ctntrul and eastrrn seclic ne the ~ a ~ s c s  are from 

1'7.000 to 10,000 10%. 



that we have no exact data concerning the Hindu Kush and are groping in 
the dark, and, therefore, tlie ~ictlial conduct of operations across these pnnscbn nl;iy 
be fraugllt with disastrous consequences owing t o  our lack of enterprise in 
obti,ining information about them. 

The geological forn~at ion of the Hindu Kush is granite, schists, li~nestones 
and sandst,ones. There is but little wood in the western half of the  range. The 

h, pine, spruce, oak, pistachio tree, etc., grow. 

Generally the Hindu Klish is so difficult t h a t  the  main army will, probably, 
not move across it, but will prefer the more roundabout road by Herat and lean- 
dahar. The principal obstacles to  the passage of troops from the A1:ri valley t o  the  
Hindu Kush are to  be found not only in the  configuration of the  ground bu t  
also in the absence in many parts of forage and fuel. 

From the Khaji Kak (Hajigak) pass west\vards stretches a continuation 
of the Hindu Kush, a range or, more truly, a knot of mountains, the  ICuli-i-Babi 
(Koh-i-Baba), 120 versts (80 miles) long. The heigllts of the  passes are no t  
esact,lg known (9.000-10,000 feet) ; thc  highest points rise t o  17,000 feet. 
Generally speaking, this is one of t h e  least explored of the  mountain systems 
of Afghanistan. 

From Kui or Koi-Baba, two parallel mountain ranges branch off to  the  west : I  

the Sufed Koh* (Koh-i-Safed), or, Paropamisus, as i t  was called by the ancient 
geographers, and the Siah 1Coh.t 

I n  t,he times of the Seleucids along both slopes of the  Paropamisus there 
was a satrapp of the same name as the  range with its capital a t  Ortopsan (Kabul). 
Between these ranges t,here lies the  valley of the  Heri (Hari) Rud or Herat. 
Besides this fro111 Kuh-i-Baba there runs t o  the north-west t o  the Murghab the 
Turbend-i-Turkestan (Band-i-Turkistan) range ; i t  gives off many branches t o  
llazar-i-Sharif and Rlaruchak. The Sufed Koh (Koh-i-Safed) and Siah Koh 
extend beyond the confines of Afghanistan into Persia, and serve as a link between 
tllc Himalayas and the Hindu Kush on the one side and the mountains of 
Elburz and the Caucasus on the other. The Siah Koh is considerably lower than 
the Sufed Koh. 

On the east Afghanistan is bounded by the Suleiman mountains, running 
south to  south-west ; they form a t  first two parallel ridges and then break up, 
having a t  the  river Suri twelve branches. The western portions are considerably 
higher than the eastern. The greatest heights of the range are situated in the  
northern portion. Peaks of 11,000-11,500 feet are covered with snow up to  
June. 

There are very few transverse valleys in the Suleiman mountains. Therefore 
tha t  corner is very wild, shut in, and inhabited by warlike robber tribes. Of 
the passes through this mountainous country the best known is the Khyber pass, 
length 53 kilometres (33 miles), by which the river Kabul' forces its way into the  
Punjab. Nest comes the Kurram pass leading from Bannu* to  the valley and fort  
of Kurram. The valley of the Kurram river is connected with Kabul by the 
Shutargardan pass, 11,500 feet high. Further south than Kurram are the  Uzoran 
and Tank passes (the latter suitable for a r t i l l e r ~ ) . ~  I n  the  northern portion of the  
Talct-i-Suleiman is the Gomal or Gulma pass from Ghazni t o  Dera Ismail Khan, 
in length 235 kilometres (146 miles) ; this is the great trade route from India t o  
-- 

* In thc western portion of the Sufcd Koh tho pnrwes are : (1) Kobadi (?  Knshka). 7,750' ; (2) Zormust 
(Znrrnnst). 7.774' ; (3) Hnzmt-i-Rnhn. 7,060' ; (4) Ardrvnn (Ardewan), 6,250' ; (5) Afzul (Afzal) ; (6) Sengi 
(Sanc) Kotnl : (7) Cheshrno Sebz (Clinnlin~a Sabz). 2.R00' ; (R) Sufed ; (9) Rebet-i-Shurk ( 7 )  ; (10) Khorn- 
b . 1 ~ .  3.100'. The Ardpvan, Chcshmr and Khombau nre th- best passcR. 

t The Sin11 Koh rnnse in it8 eafitcrn portion is 13.000 feet h i ~ h ,  but in its western portion considerably 
less. The two principal passes arc: (1)  the Genginisii~,4 and (2) the hfaderi eoreo.6 

1 Thew two ranees are the Rnnd-i-Rnba or Paropnmis~la nnd the Band-i-Bairn. The Sufed Koh is a pnrt of tho latter and the Siuh Bubok of the former. 
P Incorrwt 
s Son-rxi4tcnt. 
4 Kot to be found. 
6 Due soutli of Heret. 



Afgllnnistan. Finally there is the great pass between Quetta nnd Jacohabad. 
All these conimunications are wcll known to the English through the wars rrf 1839, 
1842 and 1878-1880, when t,heir columns had to traverse the -country and suffer 
defeat, owing partly to their own mistakes and partly to the particular nature of 
this theatre. 

I t  is affirmed that  through the Suleiman mountains there exist as 
300 Passes, but of thew VerJ' few are suited for the movement of (1 hotly of troops, 
even with fin inc.onsiderahle amount of transport. All the roacls leading across 
the Sllleiman mountains fronl e ~ s t  to  west offer great difficulties to movement 
on account of the insufficiency of water, fuel, forage and supplies, and demand 
considerable preparation. The population is very warlike. 

It is of extreme importance for us to possess an exact knowledge of the passee 
of the Suleiman range. All the above mentioned passes are in  the han& of the 
Englisll and closed by forts, and, therefore, are difficult of approach. Probably 
recourse must be had to roundabout routes and footpaths : practically there is 
no data concerning them in our geographical and military literature. 

The Paropami~us and Suleiman mountains bound the Afghan tableland, 
which falls away from the north-east to  the south-west and is cut in this direction 
by a whole series of mountain ridges. The greatest depression of the Afghan 
tableland occurs on the Persian frontier. In this neighbourhood are the Hernun 
lake, nearly 3,000 square kilometres (1,160 square miles) in area, and the marshy 
sea of Hedi-Zirrekh (Gaud-i-Zirreh). 

I n  Afghanistan the following basins are known-(1) the River Amu-Darya ; 

Hydrography. 
(2) the River Indus ; (3) Seistan ; (4) 
the inland lake Ab-i-Stad (Ab-i-Istada). 

The River Amu-Darya (the Oxus of the classics, Jaikhun of the Arabs, and the 
Potsu of the Chinese) plays an exceptional r6le on our Afghan frontier. I ts  middle 
and lower waters were fairly well traced in the seventies by the expeditions of 
Zuboff, Kaulbarf, Obrucheff, Ivanoff and Stebnitzki, and in 1894 by that of Vice- 
Admiral Baturin. 

I t s  upper waters became known to  us in, comparatively speaking, recent years, 
when i t  was traced by our travellers on the Pamirs, though not so circumstantially 
as  its middle waters, and thus there are still a considerable number of debatable 
questions relating thereto. Amongst their number the first place must be assigned 
t o  the  question of the real upper waters of the river. Some consider the upper 
waters of the Amu-Darya to  be the river Aksu flowing from the lake of Kul-i- 
Pamir Khurd (Chukmaktin Kul, 13,100 feet) in the Little Pamir a t  a height 
of 4,200 metres or 13,780 feet. It flows round the Pamirs, and then under the 
name of the Murghab traverses Roshan. The sources of the Aksu form a con- 
tinuous chain of lakes along a verdant valley, in width from 2 to 5 versts 
(14 t o  33 miles), with many pasturages. The centre portion of the valley is 12 
versts (8 miles) wide, but is entirely without any kind of vegetation. There 
are fords on the Bartang a t  Serez (Sarez), Nazar-beg (Nazir), Souk Soya, etc. At 
the 420th kilometre, 279th mile, from its source a t  Kala-i-Vamar (Kala Wamar) 
the  river Bartang unites with the Panja. The natives and many explorers account 
the  latter to  be the main stream. The River Panja a t  first consists of two rivers : 
the Pamir and the Wakhan Darya. Each of these is considered the Upper Oxus. 
T - , ~  pamir river flows from the Zor-Kul (Sirikul) lake. At the liishlak * Zung 
the walrhan Darya (Ab-i-Wakhan) unites with the Pamir river. From Bazai-i- 
~~~b~~ (Bozai Crumbaz) the river Wakhan (Panja) is deep and wide ; i t  has 
fords' only at sarlchab and Zung. After junction with the Pamir river i t  is called 
the Panja. There is a ferry a t  the fortress of Kala-i-Bar-Panja (Kala Bar PanJa) ; 
the width of the river here is 2 versts (l* miles). 

The length of the course of the Amu-Darya is 2,200 kilometres (1,270 miles). 
It is navigable in its middle waters (according to  the explorations of Vice- 
Adrniral Baturin in 1894) up to the mouth of the Pyandj2 and along the latter 

A perluanent resort of the nomads. 
Notee In I. R.- 

1 Fordi~ble evevwhere.  
2 The I<okahn, muut be meant. 
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versts (64 mi l r s )  as far  as Faiznbad-Kala. The jvidtll of the river in i t2  

lniddlc below the junction of the Vaksh, is about a verst ( $  nlile) and the 
least depth of the channel is 6 feet. 

far as junction of the Vaksh, the 0x113 runs in places through 
stony defiles, but below Iielif (Lilif) tlley cease. 

~ 1 , ~  waters of the Amu-Darya are highest in August. On an average i t  carries 
3,500 cubic (1.190 cubic yards) of .water per second, tha t  is, three times 

as little as  the and soniewhat more than the Neva. 

The crossings of the Amu-Darya from the junction of the Vaksh t o  Kerki 
are : (1) ICaraul pubinsk i ,  one of the most convenient, ; the width of the river 
is only 1 ( $  mile) ; (2) Takhta-Kuvat, convenient; width 300 sajens 
(700 yards) ; (3) Kubadian, width of river 14 versts (1 mile), depth of the fairway 
5-7 (?), communication betm-een the banks very convenient ; (4)  IChoja Kukoldar 
(Kllwaja Kaldar) ; (5) Airatam ; both (4 and 5) fords a t  present closed, but 

as regards locality and channel ; (6) Patta-Hissar (Kesar), width of 
the river 18 versts (1 mile), for boats too wide and not convenient, but good with 
the help of steamers and barges ; (7) Kugu-Shur-ob, closed a t  present by the Af- 
ghans, the channel passes between sandbanks, not convenient ; (8) Guzar (Chushka 
Guzar), width 1 verst ($ mile) and not convenient ; the channel passes between 

which lengthen the crossing, depth 1 sajen (7 feet), in the channel 3 
yajens (21. feet) ; in spite of their inconveniences Nos. 6 and 8 crossings work well 
as the neighbourhood of both is fertile ; (9) Kara-Kamar, not convenient, shallows 
existing; (10) Kelif (Kilif) one of the busiest of the crossings, width 200 
sajen (470 yards), the most convenient of all the crossings ; a t  ICelif the ferry 
has four boats, the others only two each ; the chief trade with Bolthara passes 
through here; the river narrows t o  167 sajens (390 yards) ; (11) Khoja-Salar, 
width 2 versts (14 mile), shallows, not convenient ; (12) Ak-Kum ferry, the most 
conveaient : the river Amu narrows and the channel crosses abruptly from one 
bank to the other; (13) Mukri and Khotab, inconvenient. 

The Amu-Darya has two sets of banks, those near the river low, the others 
which are outside them higher. The direction of the river's channel changes 
frequently, especially a t  high water, where the water has been shallow it  attains 
a depth of 4-6 sajens (28-40 feet), the bank is flooded and crumbles away wliile 
in other places shallows form. The soil of the main, outer banks, is sandy, 
clayey and salt laden; the inundation over the low banlcs is very exten- 
sive. Of the affluents on the left bank, i.e., from Afghanistan, to the Amu-Darya, 
or, more correctly, to  its basin, all the rivers and streams are interesting for us 
not only on geographical buD also on strategical grounds, because in Afghanistan, 
as in Persia, the rivers during the greater part of the year plav the part of high- 
roads and not waterways, and along them pass all the lines of operations into the 
interior of the country ; the Kokcha, Kunduz, Khulm, Balkh, Nari,' Andkhoi 
(Ab-i-Andkhui), and Murghab, these are the principal affluents. All these rivers 
rise in the Western Hindu Khush except the last whicli rises in the Paropamisus, 
but  after a course of several hundred versts they all2 are lost in the steppes before 
reaching the Amu-Darya and break up into irrigation canals. Along all these 
rivers pass the principal routes from the Bokbara frontier into the interior of 
the country. 

Of all these tributaries the greatest importance for Afghanistan and for Russia 
attaches to  the Murghab, rising in the Paropamisus in 34O North latitude. 
Until i t  issues from the mountains i t  runs through a narrow wooded gorge in 
a north-west direction, and flows past the fortifications of &la-Murghab and 
Maruchalc* The length of the Murghab from its source t o  the sands where its 

is 550 versts (365 miles), of which for 220 versts (146 miles) 
it runs through Afghan territory. In the centre of its course the river flows in 
a e a l l e~ ,  from 100 t o  300 sajen8 (233 to 700 yards) wide, sometimes with per- 
pendicular or sandy banks. The river itself, 10-30 sajens (23-70 yards) 

Notes In I. B.- 
1 1 Sar-i-pul River. 

The Kokche and Kunduz join the Oxus. 



a ide ,  flmvs between low banks. The river is very tortuous, the wat,er is fnirlp 
pure. I t s  rise commences in the middle of March and continues till June, after 
which i t  falls again. From October the level of the water ri9es owing to rail, 
and snow. The depth is from 1 to  3 sajcns ( O $  to 21 fret), and the import- 
ance of the river for purposes of irrigation is immense. There are fords a t  
~I :~ruchal- ,  Tnkhta-Bazar. Rand-i-Nadir, Kala-Ismail and Bala-Murghah. The 
Inincipal affluents of the Murghab are the rivers Kash (Kashan) and Kushk. 
The Kasll (Bahulai in Afghanistan) valley has a width of 1-1 verst (1-8 mile). 
The amount of water in the river varies. The water of the river Kushk is brackish 
and also varies in quantity ; in the summer in its lower reaches there is none. 

The river Hari Rud, called the Tejen (Tejend) within our and the persian 
boundaries, rises in the Sldja-Koli range where it aclloins the sufed ~~h (parom 
l'anlisus). The river flows 5 versts (34 miles) south of Herat,' being here 6 feet 
mid(' and 1 foot deep (observation of 1873). At Kusan (Kuhsan) in November 1884, 
Gpnernl Lumsden crossed a t  a ford 2 feet deep. Leaving Herat i t  turns sharply 
to  north, becoming conterminous with Khorassan in Persia. ~t zulfikar i t  
passes into Russian territory. I n  the Herat valley the Hari Rud waters 90,000 
dessiatins of  conlltry (240,000 acres) a t  an expenditure of about 25 cubic sajens 
(1,225 cubic feet) per second. From February to  June the river has a capacity 
of 1; cubic sajens (75 cubic feet), and in March and April 6-7 cubic sajens 
(300-340 cubic feet). 111 the summer time (3-4 m ~ n t h s )  the water evaporates 
and the flow  cease^,^ but water remains in places where there are springs. 

From the Hari Rud the population derives everything i t  possibly can. The 
system of artificial irrigation is more highly developed here than in any other 
locality of Central Asia, the soil is fertile, pasturages are numercus and the climate 
is healthy. 

The rivers are of still greater importance scuth of the Hindu Kush where 
they form the sole lines of communication, of advance, and of intercourse with 
India. 

Of these rivers the chief rSle belongs t o  the Kabul Darya (River) flowing from 
west t o  east-south-east. I t  rises near the Unai pass a t  a height of 11,300 feet 
alld discharges into the Indus a t  a height of 1,000 feet. The length of the river 
is 480 versts (320 miles), but in a straight line 367 versts (244 miles). There 
is a fall of 22 feet per verst (33 feet per mile). 

The fall is not uniform, being dependent on the terraces which approach the 
river. The mountain chains come closer to the river than the northern. 
The widest places in the valley are situated on the terraces of Kabul, Jelallabad, 
and Peshawar. The upper reaches of the river are fordable. The Kabul Darya 
becomes deep on receiving the waters of the small river Logar. 

Sixty versts (40 miles) from Kabul the Kabul river receives on its left bank 
the river Barang (Panjshir) which is formed from five streams. Thidy versts 
(20 miles) s lower down i t  receives on its left bank the river Alingar (Alikhang, 
Alingar or Laghman). Thirty versts4 lower still the river Surkhrub (Surkhab) 
from the Spingur range discharges into i t  on the right bank. Forty-five 
versts (30 miles) from the mouth of the Surkhrub the river Kunar or Kam 
flomvs in on the right. This has the greatest volume of water of all the 

affluents of the Kabul river. 
porty-five versts (30 miles) from here the velocity of the current decreases and 

there are many islands. From the village of Great Dakka the River Kabul flows 
for 50 vorsts (334 miles) along a narrow bed with 32 cataracts6 between the 
Khaiber and ~~~~~d mountains. It discharges its waters near the fort of Attack. 
At ~ ~ l ~ l l ~ b ~ , - ~  (there is a good ford here) the river becomes navigable6 for rafts 

Notes in I. B.- 
1 f i ~ ~ c h  wider and deeper. 
2 Not true. 
3 40. 
4 10 miles or 16 versts. 
6 N~ cataract8 worthy of the name. 
0 ~ ~ ~ i ~ ~ b l ~  for light boat8 from Kat8 Muhammad *Ii downw*de' 



nt PeshRwer for boats. The river has various names according to its principal 
tributaries ; of these tlle principal one is the Iiam [also Irnown as Knshkar (Rash- 
gar) and Chitra]] which has its source in the Chenab Nil (blue lake) a t  the very 
crest of tile Hindu Kush, which separates its waters from those of the Amu- 
Darya. But tllis is still a matter of doubt. The length of the Kam-Kunar is 
570 versts (378 miles). 

The course of the Kam is very rapid ; in winter thcre is little water, but a t  
the time of the melting of the snows i t  is an impetuous and devastating torrent. 
In many places the river is very narrow, and thereare bridges. At the 1-illaee 
of Asman there is a waterfall. From the village of Kunar (Pushat) the river 1s 

navigable. The valley in the lower reaches is wooded. 

Of the rivers of the south-eastern region mention must be made of the River 
Kurram whose valley was the scene of advance and theatre of operatio~ls of the 
English in the Anglo-Afghan war. I t  comniences a t  the Shutargardan pass and 
the length of its course is 350 versts (232 miles) south of Kunar (?  Kurram). 

The River Gomal discharges a t  Dera Ismail Khan from the well-known 
Gomal pass. 

The principal river of Afghanistan, the Helmnnd, 1,100 kilometres (683 miles) 
long,rises a t  a height of 3,070 metres (10,070 feet) in the Paghman mountains, 
flows in deep gorges, winds from south-west to  west, and in latitude 31" falls into 
the Hamun lake. As far as the town of Girishk the Helmand possesses mountainous 
characteristics but from here i t  flows quietly. At Girishk the river in summer is  
430 sajens (1,000 yards) wide. There are many branches, the broadest of which is 
70 sajens (160 yards). There are crossings a t  Sendjan or Hyderabad (Haidrabad) 
(the' Yub-Khan crossing) a t  Girishli and a t  Kala-i-Bist (Kala Bist), the latter 
fordable. The velocity of the current is 44 versts per hour (3 miles) and its 
depth 34 feet. At the time of the melting of the snows the river causes consider- 
able floods. It is unexplored in its upper waters. Its deepest affluent, the Ar- 
ghandab, reaches the Helmand only a t  high water2 and for the remainder of the 
time its waters are distributed over irrigation-fields. In past days the course 
of the Helmand was controlled by a mass of dams, but of these there remain only 
the ruins. 

Summarizing what has been said about the rivers, we may conclude that  no 
systematic annual observations of them have been carried out. The observations 
everywhere have been haphazard, except in the case of the Amu-Darya and Kabul 
River, and do not give an adequate picture of the hydrography ; moreover, the  
upper waters of many rivers are absolutelyunexplored. For military purposes 
i t  is not only desirable but even necessary that this void be filled. We ought t o  
be well informed not only about the great rivers but also about the small rivers 
and streams. Only under these conditions is it possible to  wage a mountain mar. 
The study should be prosecuted by means of secret reconnaissances of definite 
districts. The best method would be to allot to the several parties the basins 
of the chief rivers and their affluents, and thus form a complete chain of recon- 
naissances. 

The climate is continental and with little exception healthy. In the summer 

Climate. i t  is overpoweringly hot, in the winter 
cold and frosty. Perpetual snow lies on 

the Hindu Kush, Koh-i-Baba, and partly on the southern portion of the Safed 
Koh. Systematic meteorological observations are made in the valley of the Arnu- 
Darya and in that of the Kabul river. The climate of the latter is without sharp 
transitions; in winter for several weeks (2-24 months) much snow falls and 
remains in the valleys 20-25 days. In the valley of the Amu the summer is 
terribly sultry and the winter practically without snow. I n  the south-western 
portions of the valley of the Helmand the temperature reaches 50" Celsius, 1 1 % ~  

in the shade and great sand-storms occur. I n  the central, mountainous 
portion of Afghanistan (Ghazni, Hazara, and other places) the summer is cool 
and the winter more severe. 
- -- 

Notes in I B - 
1 ~ r e & n a b l ~  this means " where Ayub Khan crossed." 
x Incorrect. 



~ l t h o u g h  there is no definite information regarding the climate nf Afghnnir- 
tnn, still a c  can say positively tha t  the climate of the n o ~ h c m  provinc~s is 
almost precisely the same as that  of our colony of Turkistan, where we have a 
complete cycle of observations. The climate of the sc)uthern and south-w~.stcrn 
portions of the country is very similar to that of the Kilat Khanate and of 
PersianBaluchistan. Information on this subject is to be found in n ~ y  work 
(Account of a Journey in Persia and Persian Balucl~istan in 1900) as also in 
Zarudni's writinpsi and those of the English, but of course these are not 
svstematic observations. 

The best time for the advance of our troops is the ~pring,  from the middle 
of February t o  the end of April. In  the mountains of Central Afghanistan move- 
ment is easiest in summer. 

The vegetation of the country is very varied and in the mountain regions of 

Vegn.tat~on. 
Afghanistan is particularly sharply differ- 
entiated. .4mong the cereals cultivated 

by artificial irrigation the principal are : H I  eat, barley and djugara ( ?  jowari). 
Where there is abundance of water rice is cultivated. Near the villages are many 
kitchen and fruit gardens and in the mountainous portions fine meadows and 
pasturage. There are many of the plants of c~n-mcrce. such as sugarcane, tobacco 
and cotton, and Abdurrahman Khan interested hirr.eelf greatly in their cultivation. 

The abundance of pasture produces a superabundance of stock ; sheep and 
horned cattle are the principal wealth 

Animals. of Afghanistan. No less wealth is repre- 
sented by camels which, in the absence not only of railways but of good pack 
roads, arc kept in large numbers and serve as the principal means of trans- 
port for goods. I n  Western Afghanistan the climate is dryer, \I ater more scanty, 
as also pasturage, and therefore here camels aic  still more numerous, particularly in 
the  hilly tracts. The best breed of holses is in Kunduz and Badakhshan. 

According to  Afghan accounts quoted by Abdurrahman Khan in his auto- 
biography, the Afghans have sprung from 

Populntion. the Israelites. " Their name, " says Abdur- 
rahman Khan, " they have derived from the word "Afghan " in view of the fact 
t h a t  some of the Afghans have sprung frcm Afghan who was C~mmander-in-Chief 
of King Solomon and others frc8m Jeremiah son of Saul." 

The scientific researches of Elphinstone. Burnes, Yule, Temple, and Bellem 
permit the conclusion tha t  the greater portion of the Afghan tribes belongs to 
the  family of the Iran races. The word Afghan is of unknown derivation. The 
Eastern tribes call themselves Pashtus or Pukhtus, in India this name is trans- 
formed into Pathan. 

Herodotus, Chinese, Arabian and other sources of information, confirmed 
by linguistic data, show that before the tenth century the Suleiman mountains 
mere the rnain dwelling place of the Afghan nation, the extreme south-eastern 
offshoot of the Iranian family. In  the eleventh centmy they moved on to Lagmnn 
(Laghman) (to the east of Kabul) and then spread along the Helmand and to 
Kabul. Not long before Bnbar's time they moved into the basin of the Swat 
and Pyanjkora (Psnjltora) rivers. 

Written Mussalman records of the sixteenth to eighteenth centuries divide the 
Afghan tribes into four groups of 405 different families, springing from the Sons of 

mythical Afghan, or (others) Patan, or finally from Kerlaren (? KhaLul Din) 
(Karlarni). 

The first of these four groups, the Rarlarni numbers 128 khels, that is clans. 
This group consists of the following tribes :-Afridi, Oranzai (Orakzai), Utmanzai 
(Utman Khel), Khattak, Wazir, etc. They occupy all the northern half of the 
Soleiman mountain system from the River Gomal to the Peshawar valley and the 
Kabul river. These tribes are the primitive Pashtu-Afghans, and in them are 
clearly shown the original characteristics of the Afghan race. The occupations 
of the Karlarnis are cattle rearing and apiculture. They live in small villqes, 
sometimes in caves, and a considerable portion of the community is nomadic. 



~h~ p-arlarnis are breaking up into small, climnifih, independent communities anrl 
are ruled by aasrmblies of heads of fanrilies (jirgohs). The elders of the comnlunit,y 
are and replaced by the jirgahs ; they have executive powers. I n  time of 
war the several communities and their allies elect a dictator. 

The three relnaining groups are regarded by ethnographists as produced from 
migations at vnrious times of the I<arlarnis who received ethnic adniixtures aud 

in llew places as independent tribes. 

The second of the groups is the Gurgusht (Ghurgasht) with the tribes of 
Kakers (I<akars), 20,000 souls a t  the head. They occupv the south-western por- 
tion of the Suleinlan rnountnins as far :is the frontiers of Rnlnchistan. The tribes 
of the Gurgusht p u p  are administered by hereditary elders and Khans wlio 
a t  times have exercised despotic powcrs. I t  is supposed that  the Gurgusht tribes 
are a mixture of Karlarnis and Baluchis; hence the prevalence of the customs of 
the latter tribe. 

The next g o u p  is the Sarban. To i t  belongs the -4bdalli (dbdali) Durnni, 
and probably the Yusafzai (Yusufzai) and othcr lesser tribes. They occupy 
the southern and south-western borderland of the Helmand basin from Randahar 
to  Herat. The Durani up to  late times have been accounted the dominant tribe. 
They are always on a war footing. From every plough the Amir obtains a horse and 
soldier. They are brave and the most civilized of all the tribes. The Barakzai 
(300,000) is the ~rincipal  tribe oi the Duranis ; from them have sprung the Amirs, 
beginning with Dost Mahommed. 

To the fourth q o u p  belongs the most populous of the Afghan tribes 
(one million), the Ghilzai, or Khilji (Ghilji), or Gilzi. Elphinstone divides them into 
Turan and Burkhan and Mason1 into western, ?:iz.,  Otpltin (Hotalr), Tolri (Tokh), 
'Tereki (Tarakai), Rnderi (Plndwr) arid eastern, viz., Suleimnn Khel, ruled by in- 
dependent chiefs living east of Ghnzni. The Ghilzais occupy the extensive area 
from Kabul t n  Khelat-i-Ghilzai. These tribes were nlost hostile t o  the English, 
over whom at the time of t!le 1878 -1580 war tlicy more than once gained sub- 
stantial victo~ies .~ 

The actual diffusion of the Afghan Pashtuns beyond the limits of the Suleiman 
and Safid lioh mountains commenced after the time of Ghengiz Khan, and after 
the estcrulination of the whole of tlie Iranian population of Western Afghanistan 
by the Mongols. I n  the sixteenth, seventeenth and the first half of the eighteenth 
century under the empire of Raber and the Persians, the Afghans spread consider- 
ably over the countrv. I n  17 47 under Bhmed Shah the Afghans achieved political 
empire. They Afghanised the country not only in the west but also in the east, 
in those vallel-s oi the Suleirnan mountains which had been peopled from olden 
times by Indi,~ns and Tajilrs. 

The Afghan nation is very diversified ; its original Pukhtu blood is strongly 
intermixed with Indian, Iranian, Tl~rliisll and other nationalities. Nevertheless 
traces of nlorc or less Pukhtu blood are retained and these external traces, viz., 
language. social organization, manners and customs, have strongly unified the 
whole country. 

Generally, the mljority of Afghan tribes are in the clan stage of society, with 
a number of variations in forms. of which the two principal are the democratic 
clan organization of the Karlarni tribe and the despotic patriarchal organization 
of the western tribes. 

The Afghans are of tall stature, muscular, handsome with aquiline noses, 
prominent cheekbones, black, rarely reddish, long bushy beards, and long hair 
down to the shoulders. The eastern tribes have a darker, the western a lighter 
skin. The Afghansare fierce, cruel, greedy, covetous, vain, blood-thirsty, fanatical 
and perfidious, but, on the other hand, passionate, warmly devoted to their clan, 
tribe and nation, and extremely hospitable. Abdwrahman Khan says that they 

Notes in I. B.- 
1 Mason. 
2 When and where 



are sensihle. love knowledge and culture, are devoted to heedom a,ld in- 
dependence, very de~irol13 of reforms and enlightenment, and neither s,,perstltioua 
nor l're.iudiced against foreigners and their ideas, as, for instance, are the ~ i ~ d ~ ~ ;  
many dress smartly like Europeans. 

The of inhabitlants in Afghanistan, as of other Asiatic count,.j,,,, je  
One of difficlllt questions for all i n v e ~ t i ~ a t , ~ r ~ .  During the coursP of the 
last years majority of writers have placed the population of Afghanistan 
at millions. Abdurrahman Khan laughs a t  this figure and considers all these 

ignoramuses, innocent,ly ignorant, hut rash In imposing this figure on 
their readers- The English Statesman's Year 'Rook for 1904 estimates the popu- 
lation of Afghanistan a t  4 millions. A. H. Keane in 1880 assumed it to be 
6,145,000, a figure, too, taken by our encyclop~dias ; of this number 3,5~0,000 go 
t o  the  share of the Afghans. 

One of the last explorers of Afghanistan Aristoff ("The Anglo-Indian 
Caucasus "), whose investigations I have principally followed in my analysis of the 
ethnography of the tribes, computes in the possessions of the Amir 2 million 
Afghans. in the independent horder tribes 14 millions, in the British possessions, 
including Balmhistan, more than 1 m i l l i ~ n , ~  i.e., altogether 4& to  5 million 
Afghans. 

Of the non-Afghan tribes Iceane, Aristoff and others estimate that there are 
3 million souls. of whom the Tajiks number 1 million. They are descendants 
of the original Iranian population, are agriculturists and traders, and live prin- 
cipally in Western Afghanistan and Baclakhshan. Turks [Uzheks (Uzhaks), 
Turkomans and others], numbering 500 000: predominate in Afghan Turlcistan. 
The Hazaras and Aimaks (they inhabit the country from Ghazni to the Hari-rud 
on the south-west and the sources of the RIurghab) number $00,000 ; the Kafirs, 
150,000 ; the Kazilhashis, 150,000 : and the Indian tribes who live in the towns, 
300,000. There are about 200,000 Baluchis and other races. 

The existing data of the population of Afghanistan is far from sufficient. 
No doubt the Endish ethnopaphists and our learned writer, N. A. Aristoff, have 
done a very g e a t  deal. but still so far we have more or less exact ethnographical 
data only of the Afghan population (some 2; millions) of that   or ti on of the 
country rn~hich forms part of the Indian Empire and is consequently accessible to  
ethnograp~,ists. Up to the prcsent the non-Afghan population of the country 
presents many enipas. Here the great conquerors passed and settled; con- 
sequently there is a very large conglomeration of nationalities which i t  will take 
some time, perhaps many generations, to classify. For us Russians this question 

particularly lively importance because all these non-Afghan races are in 
juxta-position to  our frontiers and we will have to  reckon with these elements 
fist of all. Add to  this fact that d l  these races are unreliable from the Afghan 
point of view and then the importance of an investigation of all that pertains to  
them in stiU hidher relief, and I think I am not making any mistake if 
I say that the solution of this problem should devolve on all o w  educational insti- 
tutions, commencing from the Academy of Science.* 

~h~ language of the Afghans, called Pushtu, has many dialects, but the two 
principal are the western and the eastern. I n  these there are roots of the Persian, 
sanskrit, Arabian, and Hebrew languages, and also words of unknown origin. 

The is ~ ~ ~ b i ~  with modifications. The literature is of Persian origin. 
The national literature only began to develop in the latter half of the seventeenth 

md the cause of and enlightenment progressed with such difficulty 

* During my lecture I turned to N. A. Aristoff who was preaent and asked him on mY 0- behotfad otllers 
whether it would not be possible for him to continue h ~ a  investigations into the non--4fgh*n races of tho 

country. 
Notes in I. B.- 

1 Should be 24. 
2 Pathnn Population. 

Districts, North West Rontior Province . . . . - 846*000 
Agencies ,, . . . . . . 1,000.000 
Baluchistan . . .. 034.000 ---- 

Total 0,550,000 



t,l,nt before the nrression to tile throne of i b d ~ ~ r r a h m a n  Khan there ~ a q  no printing 
education was held in such contempt that only th i r t~-  clerks able 

read rind ,vrite \rere to be found in the country.* At the present time tho 
numbPr of educnte,j persons is estimated at  many thousands. The I(abul printing 
press a llldtitude of books and papers, and also postage stamps, for1113 
of bills of csrhanpc, etc. All the towlw have schools. I t  appears that in 

Kabul are colleges for teaclling various sciences and methods of education 
European system. There is also issued a semi-official gazette in Kabul. 

A ~ ~ ~ ~ , - J ~ ~ ~  to law every official, mulla and other governnient servant must 
a prior to entering the government service, but 

a matter of fact this law is circumvented. 
~h~ popdation is in agriculture, stock rearing, handicrafts and trade. 

a itants Of late years a portion of the in11 b' 
Occnpatlons. have been attracted to the newly created 

manufacturing industries in Icabul and other towns. 
There are two harvests in Afghanistan: a winter-crop sown, as with us, in 

the autunm and harvested in the summer (the principal cereals are wheat, barley, 
beans and peas) and a spring-crop sown a t  the end of the spring and harvested in 
the autumn (rice, millet, maize and others). However, this is under exceptional 
conditions; under normal conditions there is but one harvest. The cultivation 
of kitchen gardens and fruit farming are secondary industries. Abdurrahman 
says that he introduced the cultivation of the sugarcane into Kandaliar. Orange 
trees, bananas, etc., have been brought from India. 

The Sfghan by nature does not evince a leaning towards trade and industry. 
Therefore both local and external trade are in the hands of Tajiks, Hindus, etc. 
Abdurrahman used to encourage his subjects to take up trade themselves, 
advancing money from the State treasury, free of interest. But a 24 % duty was 
leded on imports and exports. 

Extemlal trade in 1900.-The trade of Afghanistan with India was, accord- 
ing to Statistical Abstract - 

Rs. 
Exports from India to Kabul . . . . ,. . . . . 25,23,000 
Inlports to India from Kabul . . . . . . , . . . 18,50,000 
Exports from India to Herat and Ghazni . . . . . . . . 42,000 
Imports to India from Herat and Ghazni . , . . . . . . 71,000 
Exports from India to Kandahar . . . . . . . . . . 23,00,000 
Imports to India from Kandahar . . . . .. ,. . . 45,26,000 

According to the Statesman's Year Book for 1904 the general import into 
India in 1903 amounted to RB. 46,00,000 and the exports into Afghanistan to  
RE. 83,23,000. 

Exports of cotton stuffs to Afghanistan were Rs. 13,75,000 ; indigo, dyes and 
~nlours Rs. 1,20,000 ; sugar and tea Rs. 3,16,000. 

Kabul to India : horses Rs. 29,000 ; buit and vegetables Rs, 7,85,000; 
cercalsy  peppers, Rs. 1,49,000 ; miscellaneous food supplies Rs. 2,89,000. 

To Iiandahar in 1900 were sent nearly 2,000,000 (?  roubles rnlorth) of cotton 
st"ffs. Of the exports from Kandahar to India 8 are wool and the remainder fruit 
aud nuts. 

The bade On Our frontier, according t o  customs returns for 1899, consisted of:  

Roubles. 
Imports to Afghanietan . . . . . . . .  . . . . 981,000 
Exports from Afghanistan . . . . . .  . . . . . . 2,209,000 

The principal articles of trade in our exports were in 1899 : 

Roubles. 
Flaxen and hemp fabrics . . . . . .  . . . . . . 334,000 
Cotton stuffs . . . . . . . .  315,000 . . . . . . . .  Linen, cloths, etc. . . . . . . . .  . . . . .. 111,000 Sugar .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 38,000 
Besides raw silk, iron work, chinawarp, etc. 

Several specialists &firm that this la an invcntion of Abdurrahman Khen. 
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Orir imp )rts from Afghanistan \yere : 

Roubles. The I~ssnr liorncd cnttle . . . . . . . . . . . .  aea,nn 
Wool f u n  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  275,1*,0 
RRW ll~tles . . 241,000 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  R 1 I 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  I , o ( o , ~  
Ilntannc~l hidos . . 1:3?,000 . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fruit . . . .  100,CH)O . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Woollen carpets . . 93,000 . . . . . . . . . . . .  Utensils, almonds, pistachios, etc. 

The (luestion of our trade with Afghanistan is an extremely important one, 
and i t  i.; e r t rnne l r  inju:iou:j to  us that up to tho present we have not put our 
ro~nml!rcisl relations with this country on a systematic footing. w e  are not rich 
in i t~nrke t~ ,  therefore for US the increase of our external trade by a few million 
r o ~ ~ h l ~ s  i~ of real importance. For the conquest of the Persian markets we did 
not l i~si ta te  to nralie uie of sabstantial protective subsidies, and have, in fact, in- 
creased our turn-over to a matter of 50.000.000 roubles (1904). and yet there was 
R tirne. fifty years ago, when our trade with Persia was even less than i t  is to-day 
wit1h bfghanistsn. The English, apparently, entertain serious fears of our com- 
petition in this direction, because not only d? they hinder the settlement of the 
cl'tcstion, b1.1t nlso. r14 mnv he se?n from their press, they commissioned the Dane 
3li$;ion, w'ric5 has juqt returned from Kabul, to insist on the grant of still greater 
l>*ivil~les bv demanding that the conduct of the external trade of Afghanistan 
should.be reserved for the English and British-born Afghans. 

While on the subject of the external trade of Afghanistan we cannot but 
touch upon that strange and stlilring anomaly, presented by the contradictory 
statements of our officlal and forcijin summaxies of this trade. For instance, 
in such a serious ann-la1 as the Statesman's Year B o ~ k  of 1904 the trade of Af- 
ghanistan with Bokhara alone is sho:vn a t  8,000,000 roubles. I t  is hardly necessary 
t o  say tha t  the state-nents of the English Annuals are not supported by evidence, 
and we may hope that those civ9n in our summary are more accurate. In  any case 
we ought, as a matter of principle, to enquire why in many cases the official inforrna- 
tion supplied by foreignzrs concerning our external trade does not coincide with 
Russian sources. This remark applies to a recent case on the German frontier, 
where the trade with Russia, acsording to German official sources, was shown to 
be considerably greater than that given in statistics published by our Customs 
Department. In  Persia, again, the official returns of trade with Russia, published 
by the Persian Minister of Finance, M. Naus, considerably exceed those of our own 
report as issued by the Customs Department. These anomalies are inexplicable, 
and I really do not know whether they are due to the system or to  the mistakes 
of the Customs Department. In  any case i t  is much to be desired that some 
light should be thrown on the matter as soon as possible in our official and 
non-official literature. 

Main Trade Routes. 

(1) From Persia through Meshed to Herat. 
(2) From Bokhara through Merv to  Herat. 
(3) From Bokhara through Kerki and Mazar-i-Sharif to Kabul. 
(4) From Afghan Turkistan through Chitral to Jelallabad. 
(5) From India through the Khaiber to Kabul. 
(6) Prom India through the Gomal Pass to Ghazni. 
(71 From India through the Bolan Pass and Sind Pishin to Kandahar. . , 
For manufactures and kindred industries a very great deal was done by 

Abdurrahman Khan.* There is a special department of government under a secre- 
tary (the Mir Munshi) in which are collected and verified the accounts, drawn up by 
foreigners in the. government service, of all the worlishops. Here are translated 
into the Persian language books relating to manufacture, chemistry, physics, 
mathematics, and so on. 

+ Information a s  to the history of Afghan industries is taken mainly from the autobiography of Abdur- 
rehman Khm. Several consider ite statistics to be exaggerated. 



~ b d ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~  Khan contracts with ~ngIisl1men~ Hindus m d  otjher 
foreiperl on tile condition that they could give up their ~ml ' lO~l lant  when 

tlleir pupils wore in to carry on their work withoat the assistance of 

their mR,sters. Thanks $0 tllis syst,em Inany of the several branches of industry 
are llo\v wholly in the bands of Afgllans- 

~t first the manufacturing ind1zstry wllicll was entirely built up in the reign 
of Ab,-Jurrahman Kha.n was solely taken up with ensuring the supply of warlike 
stores. ~ h ~ ~ ~ f o r ~  at  first were purcha.sed mxchi~lcs for turning out cannon. rifles, 
a,nd amnlunition. For the erection of mills and fcwtories there was selected 
in 1885 a piece of land, Alam Ga,nj, not far from Kabul, on the river of the same 
name. Here were erected buildings for machinery and in them were placed 
appliances for turning a,nd drilling, instruments for casting, for striking coins, 
cutting machines for iron foundries, and engines of 3, 6, and 8 horse power. All 
these nlacllines were purchased in Calcutta and for their service were appointed 
twenty-two Hindu mecha.nicians. The factories, as they a t  present exist, were 

by three English engineers, and especially by Mr. Pync. Little by little the 
ma.nufacturing industry grew. the workshops were extended and new ones erected. 
Thus machines were set up for the manufacture of Martini-Henry and Snider 
rifles and cartridges for them, also machines for boring cannon and p n  barrels. 
A steam engine of 100-horse power with boilers, steam hammers with boilers, 
machines for sewing leather, preparation of gun powder, soap, candles, coining of 
money, and sawmills were erected and machinery was laid down for joinery. 
Machines were instituted for the dressing and tanning of hides, for the output of 
agricultural and gardening implements, and for the smelting of the ores of various 
metals for the purpose of casting big guns. Then followed machines for the 
ma.nufacture of swords, side-arms, etc., and cartridge cases, and for loading cart- 
ridges; for the casting and manufacture of projectiles, for mortars and heavy 
ordnance and other machines. From year to year the supply of machines increase4 
as also the number of operatives, occupied in State industries in mills, faatorieq 
mines, buildings and roads. Five years ago the number of State ernployks in the 
above-mentioned categories was a s  much as 100,000. 

I n  1894, owing to the restrictions imposed by the English authorities who 
retained Q.-F. Hotchkiss guns ordered by Abdurrahman from abroad, the Kabul 
factory began itself to  ma,nufacture them from designs. Later rumour got about 
t.hat they had begun to manufacture Maxirn, Gardner and Gatling guns. In  the 
last ten pears electric lighting and telephones have been introduced. I n  the 
mint a t  Kabul a daily output of from 80,000-1,00,000 rupees can be attained. 
Here too are produced postage stamps and engravings. 

For rifles of each pattern the Kabul workshops can produce daily up to 10,000 
cartridges and, in case of necessity, twice as many. The manufacture of rifles 
has been organized by Mr. Kasheron ' who served in the government factories in 
India. Five years ago in the factory fifteen Martini-Henry rifles could be turned 
out in a day. Latterly (since 1899) they have been making Lee-Metford rifles 
of the newest pattern. The gun fa,ctory was built and organized by an English 
engineer, Stuart, for which purpose were sent to Kabul huge machines, boilers 
and lathes, 28 feet long, and that too in spite of the absence of railways. 

Besides those for military necessities there are factories for every other 
speciality (distilleries, tanneries, soap and candle factories, etc). There are also 
thriving industries which produce all sorts of articles from telescopes, range- 
finders for artillery, heliographs down to architectural and carpenterys work, etc.z 

Turning now to the form of government and state institutions, we see that 
~ i r t h o d  of govcrnrnent. a t  the head of the country stands the Amir 

Habibulla who from an early age was trained 
Abdurrahman Khan for the occupation of the throne. He is the eldest son of 

Abdurrahman Khan and his concubine (a  Wakhan Tajik, Kabul-ma), and was 
born in 1872- He is of average height, very corpulent and dark. His exterior is -- 

d 

Notea in I. B.- 
'NO such person. 

K o t s  in 1. n.- ' this taken from the so-called autobiograrhy of Ahdunahman, and is, therefore, unreliable. 



plrasant. h u t  he is afflirtcd with stuttering. He is neither a spendthrift nor a miner ; 
he. has ciglltl wives anrl one hundred boys, and generally spends half his time with 
the i ; i t t ( > ~ . ~  He rises very early a t  daybreak. and after breaklast he receives peopIt~, 
va r jo l l~  rt-presentatiws, and petitioners. Then he is occupied with State affairs 

his officials. At mid-day he dines ; every dish is nerved under lock and key. 
He then reposes till two o'clock, and after tha t  discourses with his mullas and wise- 
men. On Thursdays Habibulla sits in the State Council, then visits the jails and 
schools, bu t  he dops not evince particular zeal in affairs uf State. The priests possess 
p e a t  influence over him and he allows them in fact great freedom in religious 
instruction. Englishman, e.g., Noyce, considers him a man of talents. ' I n  1897 
t,he Aruir Habibulla wi~s rntrusted with the control of the State treasury, and also 
with the  appointment and removal of military and civil officials. I n  addition 
t o  this he was given supreme authority over the religious and commercial 
assemblies, the  collection of revenue and the magistrature. 

I n  Afghanistan great power is possessed by the various Khans and families, 
and with these the  Amir has to reckon ; therefore, Abdurrahman Khan endeavoured 
t o  ally his son by ma.trimonia1 ties with the most important families of the coun- 
try. Thus the  cldest wife of Habibulla is a daughter of Muhammad Shah Khan, 
head of the Taghkab3 tribe and a niece of General Muhammad4 Khan, former Com- 
mander-in-chief of llie Kabul troops. The Taghkab is the principal tribe of the 
powerful Ghilzais. His other wives are either of very well-known families or connect 
Habibulla with the most important tribes. These then are the true causes of his 
safe accession to  the throne and of his tranquil rule, an exceptional fact in the 
history of Afghanistan. Habibulla knows several words of English, and he has 
studied history, geography, mathematics, astronomy, etc., besides the subjects 
ordinarily taught in Muhammadan schools. 

The nearest and most important assistant of Habibulla is his brother Nasru]la 
Khan, who, i t  would appear, is the successor to the throne and a year ago was 
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces of Afghanistan. This was the 
same Nasrulla Khan who was sent by Abdurrahman Khan a t  the end of the nineties5 
on a mission t o  London to conclude a treaty and to obtain various concessions, 
The business did not. succeed; he did not make a favourable impression on the 
English; they deemed him an utterly incapable person; and, indeed, owing 
t o  his failure, his father was not very well disposed to him. He  is, i t  seems, a 
sombre man b u t  a strenuous worker. He was born of the same mother as Habi- 
bulla. The nation consider him cunning and passionate. 

The third6 son of Abdurrahman Khan, Omar Khan, was born in 1889 ; he is 
t h e  offspring of a legitimate wife, and, therefore, i t  was thought tha t  he would 
be an  aspirant for the  throne. Now he is so enervated that nothing is heard of him. 

The form of government in  Afghanistan is considered t o  be an absolute 
monarchy, hereditary in the  race of Dost Mahommed since 1862. As a matter 
of fact the power of the  Amir is very shaky ; he has to  be a very skilful politician 
and has ever to  reckon with all the republics which in Afghanistan are called 
tribes. 

Abdurrahman Khan declares that he made the first step for the introduction 
of ~ ~ ~ ~ t i t ~ t i ~ ~ ~ l  rule into Afghanistan. For this he created under himself 
a Chamber for the consideration of military and general State questions. To 
this Chamber were admitted:-(l) the Sardars or the aristocracy, who hold 
their positions by right of birth, subject to  the sovereign's ratification ; (2) 
" Khavanin-Mulki " or National Representatives, elected from every village or 
town agreeably t o  a special classification. These elected maliks choose from their 
midst one man of their province or district and call him Khan or chief; he is 
eonfirmed by the Amir, provided he has the necessary qualifications ; (3) l u l l a s  

-. - 

Notes in I. B.- 
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(spiritual they have the privilege of a sent in the Cllanlher after 
passing a spacial ernminatioll.* The Chamber does not as yet enjoy legislative 
or other powers. 

~ 1 1  Government departments and institutions are divided into two catego- 
ries, nlilitary or Nizanli and or RIulki. Of the more ilnportant civil institu- 

tiolls lllust be made of the Kazan (treasury) \?~hich makes fill payments- 
~t is divided illto t,he dtiite treasury and the Ainir's priv:lte treasury. There are 
branclles of the treasury in all the principal provincial towns. Every province 
has ils ,,wll budget and conducts its own operations, urhicli a t  the end of the Year 
are brought into the comlnon total and deficits are liquidated by the Kabul 
treasury. The balance in the treasury is made up daily. The principal sources 
oi revenue are :- 

(1) taxes on the land and fruit gardens; 
(2) customs duties on articles of import and export ; 
(3) post o&ce revenue ; 
(4) stamp duty ; 
( 5 )  revenue from the State lands ; 
(6) rents of Crown houses and shops ; 
(7)  fines ; 
(8) confiscations ; 
(9) the English subsidy, 18 lalrhs (18,00,000 rupees). 

The total revenue is reclroned by some a t  15,000,000 roubles ; in 1576 i t  was 
said to be 7,000,000. That is the money budget, but taxes are paid in kind a s  
well as in money : those in kind are delivered direct to  the troops and to the Amir's 
household. Adding the contributions in kind, the budget may be put a t  35-50 
million roubles. The revenue and expenditure of the treasury are under the 
superintendence of the local government secretariats, the priesthood, the mnni- 
cipality and the chambers of commerce, as also of the secretariats of the criminal 
courts, customs, post offices, various offices and a general board of control. As 
a rule the collection of taxes gives poor results. Abdu~ahrnnn  Khan said tha t  
a of the taxes is paid willingly, $ has to  be extracted by force, 4 sticks t o  
someone's fingers, and 4 the population do not know t o  whom to pay. 

Besides the treasury establishments there are the judicial institutions and 
n department of public works, which has done a great deal for the country. This 
department has begun to erect stone buildings, and has laid out, i t  is rumourcd, 
fine roads from Kabul to Mazar-i-Sharif and to our frontier, as also from Kabul to 
Herat. and from Herat to  Kandahar, Ghazni and Kabul. Roads have also been 
made from Kabul to the Khesaradjat (Hazarajat), from Jelallabad t o  Asmar alld 
Kafiristan, and from Kabul to  Peshawar through the Tang-i-Icarun (Tangi Gharu 
defile). The last-named road was constructed in ten years and on i t  there 
~vnrked 10,000 labourers. This road avoids the difficult mountain road between 
Jelallabad and Kabul. All these roads are inspected and repaired yearly. The 
local population is responsible for the upkeep. 

There are also a medical department and a department of mines (ruby 
1 .lnes, lflpis lclzvli, gold, silver, copper, lead, coal, asbestos and salt). Many 
of these mines. particularly those a t  Jelallabad (ruby), are being worked. ~t is 
llardly likely that  this work will be handed over t o  foreigners. 

The post goes regularly only from Kabul t o  Pesliawar, 285 versts (190 miles). 
The British mission arranged that  the post should do this journey in three days. 
I n  all other directions the post is very irregular. 

I now pass to the most important subject of my lecture, viz . ,  the armed forces 
of Afghanistan, and an appreciation of this factor from a military point of view. 
The subject is one of the greatest difficulty because all such information is naturally 

- -  -- - 
A Scrcral experts conaider all this a fabrication of Abdurrel~man Khan's. 

Kotra in 1. B.- 
1 Not yet. 



kept secret the  Af~l lans .  Foreign annual rompilntiona egtimated the reglllsr 
Afghan army in lR!)O a t  35,000 men, for which they were ridieulrd ~ b ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~  
Khan. This  f i ~ l l r e  for years remained unchanged, and on]g qui te  recently, 
el:.. in 1904, 1lav~- p~l)lic:ltiona increased it to 44,000, inclu,jlna i,OOo cavalry 
and 360 pllns. According to Rlrssian information of the (sobolefi) 
strengtll of A f ~ l l a n  reglllar army, which was instituted by hmir sber  ~ l i  ~ h ~ ~ ,  
reached in l f i ig  50,000 m m ,  comprised in 68 llattnlibns of infantry (Goo men 
each) and 16 walnlcnts of cavalry (500 men each), with about 300 guns of various 
type% l ) ~ t ,  Pneral1.J' spak ing ,  from our point of view, these were not one army 
but nlob, in some cases, i t  is true, under good control. Besides this there was 
the militia, numbering as much as 80,000 horse and 6(),000 foot. 

I n  the  present ?ear (1905--T~~~?tsZu~or) the total of the regular troops of 
Afghanistan is estimated, according to  Russian sources, a t  more than 90,000 
men of all arms. The latest and most reliable English investigators also are 
int lined l o  pu t  the regular army a t  the :amp number. 

As for the  estimated numbers of irregular troops (militia) and armed militia, 
they have all the  same characteristic tha t  they are entirely the results of guess 
work. Abdnrrahman Khan estimated tha t  his country might consider itself secure 
from its neighbours only in the cvent of it3 having 1,000,000 trained men. It can 
be fearlessly asscrtcd tha t  Afyhanistan cannot furnish this number of trained 
combat:ints a t  present and will hardly be able to do so in the immediate future. 

The composition of the militia can be approxirn,~tely calculated in the follow- 
ing manner. The adult classes, fit to bear arms, according to statistics, are placed 
a t  ,+, of the  whole male population of a country. Counting only the male Afghan 
population we have from 125 to 150 thousand men. Adding thereto the same 
number for the  non-Afghan poptilation we have about 300,000. To this figure 
me must also add the Afghan nlilitia of the North-R-est Frontier, a t  least a p a d  
of which, in the event of a holy war, n-oulc? come to the help of their co-religionists. 
hlilitary experts put  the assistance Trom the North-West Frontier a t  100,000 men. 
The total of the whole militia may, therefore, come to 400,000 men. 

The central administration, under the Amir a t  Kabul, consists of several 
departments which superintend different branches for the administration and supply 
of the troops ; but, as a rule, these departments are not sufficiently specialized, and 
they have also to deal with civil work. 

The treasury concerned with the military budget is the only specialized de- 
partment ; into i t  up t o  the  : ccession of Habibulla the subsidy of 1,200,000 roubles 
(18 lakhs-Translator) was paid in full. 

The brother of the Amir, Nasrulla Khan, is the Commander-in-Chief of the 
Afghan armies and is called Sardar Salar (or Sardar). The command of the troops 
in the four administrative provinces, into which Afghanistan is divided [Herat, 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ - i - ~ h ~ ~ i f  (Char Rilayat), Kabul, and Kandahar] is entrusted, subject to  
the Amir's to  a special commander for each province, except the Kabul 
province where the Commander-in-Chief himself commands. 

The Regular h m y  consists of infantry, cavalry, artillery, engineers and troops 
for auxiliary purposes. The infantry or nizam is grouped into paltans, that is 
battalions or regiments, of 700 2 men each, but there are four Guarcls regiments 
Rith an establishment of 1,000 men each ; Englishmen, (e.q-9 Chirol) and our own 
elperh estimate that  there are 80 infantry regiments or battalions. The paltam 
take their names from the provinces from which they are drawn (the Herat, Kabul 
paltans, etc.) or from tile tribes. The paltans are divided into companies of 100 
men each, and therefore the number of companies in a regiment varies horn 7 to  
10. ~h~ companies are fvrther sub-divided into two half-companies (Kambu) ; and 
ha~~-companies into sections (pairs) of six men each. The commander of a paltan 
is called a Colonel, the commander of a company " kiftan " and Of 

a " pairs " havaldar, that  is a non-commissioned officer. 

Notes In I. B.- 
1 SIX. 
2 GOO. 
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The mulls performs an import'ant duty in a regiment, rending the Qumn, 
instJructing the. men in writing nnd the officers in the language of regulations and 
in words of command. 

The Afghan regular cavnlry or sowari is grouped into rissnlas or regiments of 
400 men each, besides 3 Guards regiments with an establishment of 800 each. 
The regiments are sub-divided into turps (?troops Trunslctto~.), i.e.. sntnins, of 
100 men each, and sotnias into half-sotnias,* and these again into sections (pairn) 
of 6 men as in the infantry. We and t'he English estimate that there arc 40 
regular and 3 Guards regiments. The horses are provided a t  their own expense 
by the soldiers nnd of course arc exclusively stallions. 

The artillery is divided into (1) jelavi or field artillery with guns drawn 
by six horses ; (2) katiri or mountain pack artillery, drawn by or carried on 
four horses ; (3) fili or heavy 9-10 pounders, drawn by horses or bullocks ; and 
(4) gavi or fortress. At the present time it  is estimated that there are in 
Afghanistan 100 batteries (top khann) of field and mountain artillery, each of 
6 guns. The batteries are divided into sections of 2 guns each. I n  each pun 
detachment there are 6 gunners. The personnel of field, heavy, and fortress 
artillery is organized into paltans, each numbering 700-1,000 men. 

There are two paltans of engineering troops, safar-maina or sappers and miners, 
numbering 1,000 men each and organized like the infantry. The engineer com- 
panies, i t  nlould appear, are distributed by detachments in various towns. 

I n  time of peace the regular troops of the three arms do not form any large 
tactical units, but in time of war detachments, variously constituted, are formed 
from two or more of the several armq. For the command of separate detachments 
and garrisons in time of peace there are generals who have constant practice5 
in the handling of the three arms in manauvres and in expeditions for the suppres- 
sion of revolts and disorders. 

In time of peace the regular army is quartered in the points which are impor- 
tant owing to their population or on strategical grounds. On our frontier strong 
garrisons are maintained at Herat, Mazar-i-Sharif and Faizabad. The mass of 
the troops is quartered in Asmar, Jelallabad, Kabul, Ghazni and Kandahar. 

To the troops of an auxiliary nature belong the non-combatants employed in 
offices and in the store-houses of war material, supplies and transport. All 
these non-c,ombatants are mainly recruited from the Tajiks. 

I find some difficulty in saying anything concerning the numbers of the militia 
( ? under arms). I n  1894 Artamonoff estimated it  a t  23,000.8 It is known that  
the militia is sub-divided into infantry (Khassadari ?) grouped in Bairaks (banners), 
each of 100 men, and into horse (Surkari-Sur) " also grouped into sotnias (turps). 
From a military point of view the force is unsatisfactory; i t  would be more 
correct to call it a force of armed irregulars rather than a militia, and indeed ex- 
perts describe it  under the first of these names. I n  time of peace there are maintain- 
ed small cadres of militia units which serve in frontier posts and act as police 
with the Governors of provinces and districts. 

(a) Total numbers. 

(1) Regular troops in time of peace . . . . . . .. 90,000 
(2) Militia (under arms in peace) . . . . . . .. ? 
(3) Reserve . . . . . . . . .. ? 
(4) Militia or armed Irregulars . . . . . . . . 400,COO 

-- 
Total . . 500,000 

In the Badakhsban troops they are cnlled rojdmata. 
Notes in I. B.- 

1 35 in nu. 
2 Katiri=rnule, fili=elephant, gnri=bullock. 
9 50. 
4 4. 
6 N o  practice in maneuvrra and no rrrolts for many years. 
8 32,MH) Kbmeadars and 2,800 Khawanin sowars. 
7 Bhaannin Sowars. 



( h )  R e g h r  hoops in time 01 paw, 
(1) Infs~ntry, 80 ba,ttaIions (paltans). 
(2) Cavalry, 40 regiments (rissala). 
(3) Artillery, 100 field and mountain batteries, 

Engineer troops, 2 regiments (20 companies) of sappen and miners. 

(c) fistablirhmenh d unds 01 the Atvhan Reg&aulo7 dImy in pcm 

N.\JIE OF OXIT. 

In fnntry  Rnt': , l i~n . . . . . . 
Cnval ,y Rc>gimc*nt . . . . . . 
A r t l U , . ~  R n t t e r y  . . . . . . 
F ~ g i n c c r  C:o~up:my . . . . . . 

The recruitment of the army, on the system of universal bability to military 
service to the late Amir, has apparently not been successfill, although &dur- 
rahman made a serious attempt in 1805 to force the assembled Khans to adopt 
this system. However, the question of the recruitment of the regular army and 
the militia i n f~n t ry  is fully asaured, but the met,hods in force in the provinces and 
in individual tribes vary so much that one can hardly say there is any definite 
system. 

I n  the province of Herat contingents of recruiting are- furnished by villages 
or ariks in proportion to the number of inhabitants. The distribution of recfits 
takes place in the presence of witnesses from the population and of specially a p  
~ o i n t e d  officers and civil officials. The buying out (bribe) of a recruit is allowed, 
and therefore the liability to military service falls on the poorest classes of the popu- 
lation only. In  the other provinces there are varieties of this system. 

It is believed that military service is compulsory for all subjects with the ex- 
ception of the Uzbeks who are recognized to be worthless and pay a tax in lieu. 
Men who are not allotted to the standing army are included in the reserve, list8 
of which are maintained in time of peace ; they receive a little pay or, in lieu thereof, 
rations in kind.' 

The age a t  which men are liable to enlistment varies from 18 to 35 pears, 
although it is placed at  21 by law. The period of service is now fixed at  18 years, 
which excludes the possibility of having a reserve of young mea2 

The regular army is recruited principally from tribes of the Afghan race, and 
the militia from the remaining tribes who render military service. The regular 
troops are not quartered usually in those provinces from which they are recruited, 
but the militia, remain in their tribal localities. The militia infantry is recruited 
similarly to  the regular army, but t,he recruiting of the mounted militia is carried 
out under the supervision of the Khans, who are obliged to perform this duty. 

The armed irregulars include all men capable of bearing arms 'between the 
ages of 16 to 70. I* order to strengthen the regular army and to have a first line 
reserve, the late Amir in 1896 ordered that out of every 7-8 members of a family 
1 recruit should be supplied to the army for a short period of training ; in return 
for this the recruit was given the right to take his rifle away with him to his village- 
The Amir Habibulla ordered that those recruits who Tenlain in their villages 
should be inspected and be practised in musketry. All this lnfo-ation about 
reservists appeared in the Indian papers, but Our eqer t s  declare that this 

only on paper, and, in reality, the state of the reserve is unsat,isfactorJ'. 
~h~ most befficient part of the Afghan army is its corps of officers. The 

Amir Abdurrahman Khan complains of 
Officers. them in his autobiography. The army is 

officered (1) by men of birth ; (2) by the lower ranks, as a reward for 

Notcs in I. B.- 
1 No. 
e iqo fixed age for eqlistment, and no fixed puriod of ~ r v i c c .  
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merit or in return for special services rendcred to  the Gcvcrnment and R I F O  101 
long continued and fnitl~ful service ; ~ n d  (3) by thosc who p:rs~ the  res scribed PX- 

Rnlination a t  the Militnry School' in Kabul or who go through the course a t  the 
school. These measures up to now have not furnished prolnising officers, and 
educated officers are very rare. Many of a fcw ycnrs ago were scarcply 
able to reed and write. Foreign regulations have been trauslrtted into the Afghan 
language. And much trouble is taken with officrrs and thev are taught 
a variety of subjects, but of reliable colnmanders and lenders there are very 
few. 

The officers' ranks * in the Afghan Regular Army are :- 

(I) Sunakhdar e-tl~e first officer's rank in the infantry. 

Jemada r ) I  ,, ,, ,, ,, cavalry. 

(2) Kiftan-t,he commander of an infantry company. 

Rissaldar ,, , , ,, a turp in the cavalry. 

(3) Kumadan-assistant t o  officer commanding regiment. 

(4) Korneil-officer commanding a paltan. , 

(5) Birgit generals who have under them two or more military units 1 or are staff officers to  the commander of the troops of a pro- 
(6) vince. 

(7) Nnib Salar-assistant to  the commander of the troops in a province. 

(8) Sipah Salar-the commander of the troops in a province. 

(9) Sardar-Salar-the commander-in-chief. 

Promotion depends to  a conslderab!e extent on bribes. The higher ccm- 
manders are appointed from the Barakzai tribe. 

The regular Afghan troops in the large towns are quartered in barracks. To 
live in barracks is not obligatory, as there is no such thing as a mess and everyone 
receives a separate issue of rations or money in lieu rind feeds himself. 

Daily, except Fridays, there is instruction in the open. Instruction is given 
in musketry, marching, turning, running, bayonet exercises, piling and unpiling 
arms, in extended order and manczuvres with blank cartridges. Ammunition 
is also allowed for field iiring. 

The soldiers show considerable keenness. The life of the young, poverty- 
stricken officers differs but little from that  of rank and file. 

Discipline according t o  our notions does not exist. Tribal differences 
frequently find expression in civil war 

Discipline. between individual regiments quartered in 
the same town. 

The relations of the men to  the junior o5cers are simple and familiar, but on 
service there is blind obedience. The expense of living and small pay lead t o  
abuses and frequently serve to  sever the reins of discipline. The punishments 
which obtain are imprisonment, fines and, in serious cases, capital punishment. 

Besides training there is garrison duty in the towns; and the troops are 
employed iu strengthening fortresses, constructing roads and erecting Crown 
buildings, and also sometimes help t o  collect taxes and recruits. Mutinies 
frequently occur3 and their suppression serves as a good school of war for the  
men. 

Information oornpiled by thc staff of the Turkistsn Military District, Part L, 1904. 
Notes in I. H.- 

1 No military school as yet. 
2 Subedar. 
8 No. 



Since the Ye'' 18Q9 the Kabul W O I ~ E ~ O P S  have heen turning out annually 

Arrn~nicnt  over 3,000' 5-cartridge magazine rifles of 
English pattern. I n  addition t o  this Eug- 

land sent a considerable number of '303 magazine *iflee with several million 
cmar!ridges for them, and, t h ~ e f o r e ,  one may conclude thst half the regular 
infantry regiments are armed to-day with magazine rifles.2 ~h~ remainder of 
the  regular arm). is armed with rifles principally of the MaI t in i -~enry  system 
( Hoberu ?), some manufactured locally, others imported. similarly there are 
regular regiments with Slider and Lee-Metford rifles, a certain reserve of 
is maintained by the Afghan Government. 

The militia infantry (Khassadars) is armed mainly with percussion and other 
old pattern rifles, because the breech-loading rifles, with which the regular army 
were armed, are kept in store as i t  is feared to issue them to the militia. 

The  regular cavahy is armed with the shortened Martini-Henry rifle as well 
as with rifles of other systems, and also with sabres, pistols (revolver), and 
daggers. 

Thc militia cavalryman (khavalsar) has to  furnish a complete ecluipment 
for himself (flintlock-gun, sabre, pistol). I n  some cases the flintlock-gun ie 
replaced by a percussion or even by a breech-loa&ng rifle. 

The material of the a.rtillery has undergone the same metamorphoses as the 
small arms, and, therefore, there is no uniformity of zrmament. I t  would appear 
t h a t  the Afghan Government wishfd t o  acquire a univexsal pattern a t  least. for 
t h e  mountain artillery. Therefore in 1903 there were sent out to  i t  from Essen to 
Fashawar 12 Q.-F. mountain and 18 field guns, and 2 howitzers with a sufficient 
quantity of ammunition. f i th this consignment were also despatched :! great 
number of steel blocks cast in Germany5 from which. the Kabul factory was to  
nlanufacture Q.-3'. mountain ordnance according t o  designs that  had been sup- 
plied. But  the  English, owing t o  distrust of Afghanistan. up t o  tlie present have 
not  the consignment t o  pass through ; conseque~ltly the Afghans have. 
no Q.-F. artillery. For the armament of the regular army thcre are guns which 
load a t  the breecll c;llled T)iimbelia-N~r,~ manufactured in Kabul worl;sllol)y 

t o  designs sent from Encland. 

(a)  TIle Yak ('obbsT (?) system : 3 and 4-pounder mountain and 13-pounder 
field howitzers, drawn by 10 horses. One t,runnion underneath the guns. 

screw, breech block, vent along the axis of the gun. The body of tlie 
gun consists of a lnuzzle portion with a jacket screwed on to it. 

( b )  The Pans-purn system : 1-pounder mountain, 3-pounder mountain and 
field and 6.poundcr field; wedge breech-block. Fortress F n s  are for 
*nost part smootll-bore, but some arc also rifled. Thus a t  Kabul there are 6 
fortress guns of 10-inch calibre. They are mounted on platforms and move 
on rails, In Herat and Deh Dadi (?) there are s i ~ i l a r  guns. 

~ 1 1  B. L. guns are supplied with fixed ammunition. The 6 and 13-pounder 
field are believed t o  have case shot. The carriages are made of iron. 

. ~ i ~ ~ l l ~ ,  there are the following M. L. guns of earlier manufacture :- 

~h~ Da];han Pure system consisting of 3 and 4-pounder mountain guns, 
B-pounder field and g - l ~ - ~ o u n d e r  heavy ; the Cobbs-pach (?) '%ystem (screw) 

mountain. For conveience of transport the gun is divided 

into 3 parts. 

N o t e ~  in I. B.- 
I No, Pcrl,apR a total of 5,000 L. M. and M a ~ l i c h e r  up to the end of 1806. 

z Not yet. 
3 Khnwnnin So\vflt. , 30 field or guns and 6 Iloaitzem. 

b EnPland. 
n u m b a l . p ~  mcnnR " breech-Ionding." , yakynbza , " ono-hnndb.." ,, Fnnn.pur ,, " wedge.londing." , T)nhnn.plu ,. " rn~~zzlc~lo~ding." 
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All these guns of both system8 are rifled and have 3 groves. The second 
ayeten1 has elevating screws, and the first has elevating quoins. 

JYith tlie muzzle-loading guns are used cast-iron shrapnel with a time fuze 
in the apex of tlie shell. All breech-loading guns are supplied with fixed ammuni- 
tion. Cast iron shrnpnel with base time fuze. Besides these there are single- 
barrelled (120 shots per minute) and double-barrelled machine guns.' 

There are tliree arsenals in the country. Tlle chief one is a t  Kabul, next 
comes one a t  Herat (for the  repair of guns and manufacture of small arms), and 
Mazar-i-Shnrif (ior the repair of guns and small arms). 

Of powder factories it>'would appear tha t  there are two, viz. :- a t  Kabul and 
Nazar-i-Sharif. Latterly in Kabul smolreless powder has been manufactured. 
In  the Kabul ordnance and small arm factories there were a t  work 4-5 years 
ago as many as 3,500 men, under the supervision of Englishmen and  of 100 Indian 
foremen. 

The dress of the regular army (officers and soldiers) is on some system, but  
i t  is esceedingly complex and difficult t o  describe. Uniform is only worn on duty ; 
a t  other times all wear plain clothes which are their private property. For the  
government uniform a deduction is made from the  men's pay. Accoutrements 
are also State property. 

ZInfantry and sappers carry in time of peace a cartridge pouch containing 
30 cartridges across the  shoulder, in time of war this is increased by three wallets 
on the  belt holding 12 cartridges each, tha t  is in all 66 cartridges. 

Every infantryman has with him a bag for bread with a 3-day ration and a 
tin flaslr for water. 

The sappera carry a spade and axe. ShoveIs are carried in t h e  transport. 

The pay3 of the regular troops in the various provinces is not the  same. The 
scale of monthly pap, it would seem, depends upon the  cost of living in the  
several provinces, e.g. -- 

The Province of  Herat. Mazar-i-Sharif. 

s p o y s  
Havaldar 
Sunadar 
Kiftan 
Komaindan 
Cbbnel 
Birgid . . 
Garneil 
Saib Salar 
Sipah Salar 

Infantry. Artil1.r~. Cavnlry. 

R*. Ra. Rs. 

Infantry. Artillery. Cavalry. 

Rs. Rs . Rs. 

Sepoycl . . . .  5.20 

Hornldar . . . . .  6.50 
Sunndnr . . . .  14.95 
ICiftnn . . . .  "2-75 
Kumaindnn . . . .  58.50 

Colmel . . . .  71 -50 
Birgid . . . .  130 
Gnrneil . . . .  38 
Naib Snlar . . . .  650 
Sipah Salar . . . .  975 

For an infantry soldier t o  maintain himself and his iamily on roubles 5 kopecks 
20 (10s. 10d.) and for a cavalry soldier on roubles 13 (27s. Id.) is a matter of great 
difficulty, if not au impossibility, especially with the system of fines t h a t  obtains, 
and this is one of the  principal causes of insubordination among the  troops. The 
pay of a company officer, viz., 8 to 14 rupees in the  infantry and 16 t o  52 rupees in 
t.he cavalry, compels officers t o  fine and t o  take bribes from the lower ranks and, 
while on detachment, even from the  inhabitants. The Kandahar province, 
Hazaristan and several other districts assist the  recruits' drawn from them in 
kind and money. The pay of the  militia is even less than tha t  of the  regular 
troop:. 

Xotrs in I.  R . -  
1 Tot tror. 
a SO. 

a All inrorrcct. ' No. 



Pacli t m n s l ~ o r t  is the  on!y kind tha t  exists. In every paltan 1M) pack horse. 
r I 'Vhlls t o  every 5-6 men there is one pack horse.* However, there are 
reCilnent~ in which there are no pack horses, and in such cases for the movement8 

tile bat8t,nlions pack anilnnls are furnished by the population according t o  
3 f i ~ r d  s(:nlo. I n  the  cavalry pack transport is not kept up by the State, and only 

horses are provided privately, on a scale of 1 horse to 7 men. In the artillery 
1 p ; ~ c k  horse is allowed pcr gun (6 men). 

Ry rvi~y of Abdurrahman Khan instituted a general army reserve 
',f t13nnaport. Up t o  quite recently t l i s  consisted of 24,000 Government horses, 

a I;trgr number of elephants and mules, and about 60.000 camels. In1 Kabul 
t,here is a s tud Farm with 2,000 brood-mares and 80 stallions. Therc are several 
h(jrse9 of pure English and Arabian blood. There are also stud-farms in other 
places. 

The commissariat arrangements for the  troops in time of peace do not present 

Con~miaclsrint supplies. any particular difficulties, for the troops 
are responsible for their own supply of food. 

For  the  supplies levied by the  troops receipts are given and these are presented 
for payment a t  the  time of the collection of taxes. These receipts then go to  the  
audi t  department. I n  some cases the  inhabitants have t o  provide a t  their own 
expense food for the  troops. 

I n  t ime of war special reserves and magazines are established which are used 
in  time of peace for purposes of turnover and sometimes also for the regulation of 
prices ; they thus  exercise political influence. The largest and most important 
dep6ts are  in Kabul, Herat, and Shadian.Y 

FORTRESSES AND FORTIFICATIONS. 

The  next subject t o  be dealt with is the question of the fortifications of ~ f -  
ghanistan with which we, Russians, will have to  reckon first of all in the case of an  
offensive campaign. We ought t o  be well acquainted with the  Afghan fortresses ; 
otherwise we run the  risk of losing much precious time over them ; and in modern 
warfare the  question of time is no less important than tha t  of money. 

The whole of the  defence of Afghanistan is based on the national physical attri- 
butes of t h e  central portion of the countrv, namely on the triangle, whose 
apex is situated in Herat, whose sides are the Hindu Khush and Herat-Kandahar, 
and  whose gorge is the  inaccessible Suleiman range. The three sides of tliis 
triangle are bordered by plains, viz., the Turkistan, Herat and Helmand, or 
t h e  glacis of which Lord Curzon is so fond of talking. 

The plan of defence of Afghanistan worked out by the English consists in 
blocking by forts and fortificatlons the main entrances or roads and passes into 
tllis trian:le from the northern side, in preparing within i t  a whole series of 
advanced guard and rear-guard positions, and finally in closing by means of forts 
along the  rear face the  exit from the triangle on to the  lai ins of India. The left 
glacis, an  open plain, will serve for the offensive movements of the Afghan- 
Anglo Indian troops. 

Public opinion considers Herat the strongest fortress of Afghanistan. 
Although this opinion is out of date, for the fortress of Deh Dadi is a more serious 
obstacle than  Herat,  still the  plan and strength of the latter may be considered 
first, a s  this fortress lies on the probable line of advance of our main army. 

Herat, as being the most important strategical ~os i t ion  in Central Asia, 
has been the key t o  India from ancient times. It is situated on the  

frontinr of two powers and is linked by trade routes with all thelarge towns. 
The capture of this town by Alexander the Great, Ghengiz Khan, Timur, 
Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah was accounted the principal step for the conquest 
t,f India. If toedny Herat is not the  key, still it is the door, because through it 
pass the  principal and easiest routes to  India. AS long as this door is in the hands 

- _  _---- 
- - 

*  hi^ is for the elrecta of the soldier, but for Governnlent property 6pecinl nllOucd. 

Notes in I. B.- 
1 Exnpgrntcd. Tllerr i s  no nagimentsl tranfport. and there is not more thnn 2.000 ponies, 1.0C0 

camels ood 20 tlrplinr~ta in rctervc a t  Kabul. 
2 Not known. 



oI the Anglo-Afghans, so long will all other operations on Kabul bc of l i t t l e  
importance because the rear is in dnnger. Hence Rnwlinson. J'nmbery nnd 
MacGregor always insisted tha t  Herat  should be occupied by Anglo-Indian 
troops. 

The English are part,icularly anxious about tlie fortificrtt.ion of Herat, nnd, 
therefore, mnny English engineers have submitted projects for building and re- 
building the fortress. 

The plan drawn up by Major Sandera in 1840 is more particularly well known. 
In 1880 the  English, who have always been advisers of the Afehnns but have never 
been the executive controllers of their proposals, succeeded in ~nducing the Afghans 
to  carry out some reconstruction of tlie fortress. This reccnstructirn was limited 
t,c, filling inthesmall, old ditcli and to  excavating a new deep and wide dltch in 
front of the old one ; a second tier of rifle and gun defence was constructed and  
also ravelins of European profile on the four faccs. The front of the western and 
nortliern faces was levelled. 

I n  1884l the English proposed t o  oonstruct a girdle of forts, but  this proposal 
was declined ; the  heights, however, of Tali Bengiya and Mossuda were mined. 
Tllw i t  appears there are even now no forts, although in 1903 and 1904 so,me 
sort of new fortifications were erected. Rumours were incirculation tha t  the Dane 
Mission succeeded in persuading the Afghans into building the girdle of forts. 

Herat stands on an artificial mound from 40-60 feet in height. I n  shape i t  
is almost square : the northern and southern faces are each 570 sajens (1,330 yards) 
and eastern and western faces each 575 sajens (1,342 yards) in length, nleasured 
along the main rampart. The area of the town is more than 14 square versts ( 3  of 
a square mile). The earthen rampart which forms the faces is :]bout 50 ieet h ~ g h  
above the ground level ; its thickness a t  the base is 280 feet. The eastern and 
southern faces are 5 feet higher than the others. On the top of the rampart has been 
erected a wall of sml-dried bricks, 25 feet in hcight, with a thickness a t  tlie base 
of 14 feet and narrowing towards the top. On the w-all there is a 6-foot 
crenellated parapet for the  protection of the  infantry firing line. At  the salient 
angles are placed round, salient bastions (burj) of brick for field guns. Betwevn 
the bastions along the face of the wall are placed 100 semi salient massive contre- 
forts (flanking-towers). On the outer slopes of the rampart are two faussehraies, 
One lower than the other, so tha t  with the fire from the  main wall there is  
formed a triple-tiered defence. Along the foot of the  rampart there is the ditch, 
16 feet deep, 21 feet wide a t  the bottom and 45 feet a t  the  top. Tht) covered way 
is more than 7 feet wide and the glacis which has a long slope is 4 feet in 
height. The ditch can be filled with water. 

The fortress has five exits, and the Afghans consider these to  be i ts 
weakest places ; consequently, every" entrance is covered with a ravelin of 
European profile which is 50 sajens (117 yards) in front of the main rampart 
and is broken in the form of a lunette with faces of 30 qajens (70 yards) and 
flanks of 50 sajens (117 yards). 

It-itlun the centre of the fortress is the citadel in which a distinction is made 
betmeeen the new construction and the old citadel. The latter commands the  
new citadel and the surrounding neighbourhood. 

The works of Herat, are recognized by experts as massive, with a strong na. 
t,ural command and with 3 or even 4 tiers of gun and rifle fire. The long faces are 
acknowledged to be great defects, exposed as they are t o  long-range enfilade fire. 
The walls and towers are not  protected by earthen embankments ; there are no  
eaponiers in the  ditches; and there is much dead ground and cover for the  
attacker. 

The strength of the Afghan garrison was 6,000 men in 1894, a t  the present 
time i t  is estimated a t  10,000. The number of guns in the fortress in 1894 was 
reckoned a t  80 of various calibres. During the last ten years some few more new 

h'oteu in I. B.- 
1 1886. 

Tsl-i-Bhangien mound a s s  entrenched and the Musslle, s building, was destroyed. 
8 Only the western (Irsk) Gate. 
4 7,500. 



,iegel and fidd have been gent from Kabul. There were 4,0002&Iaglzine rifles in Herat in the  year 1904. The r~ServeS of supplies were very large and would 
last the  6,000 men of the  garrison for some years. The powdrr factory is outside 
the fortress. The war reserve of money in Herat in 1901 was 20~,000 roubles. 

The  strongest fortress in Afghanistan is said to  be Deb Dacli sitl1ated 
66 ~ e r s t s  (37 miles) t o  the  south of Tcrmez on the Amu-Darya and 8 versts ( ~ f  
miles) t o  the  south-\vest of Mum-i-Shrrif ,  which is tlle seat of government of 
the ~ r o v i n c e  of Afghan Turkistan. This is what captain Kordloff ol the  Oen- 
eral Staff writes of i t  who personally reconnoitred it in 18!)9.* 

" The fortress is situated," says Korniloff, c c  on a long declivity whicll dcncends 
abruptly from the  foothills of the Hindu Khush northwards towards Eallih, Takhta 
pul ( ~ a k h t i - p u l )  and Mazar-i-Sharif. The field of f e is excellent in every direc- 
tion, even t o  t h e  limits of long range artillery fire. I n  plan Deh Dacli presents 
a series of bastioned fronts, laid out on the lines of a polygon, which is more 
nearly a square than  anything else, with sides of 300 sajens (700 yards). The de- 
fensive enceinte on the  north front con<sts of two bastioned faces, with the middle 
bastion somewhat thrown forward. The eastern and western faces have also a 
bastioned trace, bu t  the  southern bastions are more strongly constructed than 
the  northern. Finally the  southern face forms a long curtain, divided in the  
centre by  an  erection which flanks the  gate of the fortress. 

" The  fortified enceinte throughout aearly its entire length consists of an 
earthen embanked rampart with its exterior slope a t  a natural angle. The 
rampart  is crowned with a crenellated parapet with loopholes for riflc-men, 
The  northern bastions have a quite different profile. Here is a perpendicular 
rampart  of rammed clay, perhaps revetted with brick, on which there is a parapet 
with open embrasurzs for guns. Tliesc bastions, consiclerably smaller than those of 
t h e  southern face, are, strictly speaking, towers designed for flanking neighbouring 
portions of the fortified enceinte. I n  order to  adapt them to  the ground the Afghans 
have reduced their climensions, and, on the other hand, have increased those of 
t h e  southern bastions so tha t  they project outwards to each flank and support the 
northern front with their fire. The breastmorlc is 6 feet high and the earthen 
rampart  is four times higher ; thus the  average height of the profile is about 30 
feet ; in front of the  rampart is situated the ditch which can be made a wet 
ditch, as local conditions are favourable, or a t  least could be made so, if a system 
of sluices were provided." 

The garrison of the place consisted in the year 1899 of 4 battalions of infan- 
try,  and  the  artillery armament of 21 guns, but it is now considerably more. 

" The strong features of the fortress," says Icorniloff, "are the absolute 
command of the  works over all the  country lying in front of the most threatened 
faces, the  solidity and thickness of the earthern rampart,, the possibility of 
developing from the works of the northern face, supported by the southern 
bastions, a strong frontal gun and rifle fire, and, finally, the ~ossible,  though 
weak, defence of the  near approaches by cross fire." 

Amongst tile fortressp defects Korniloff places (1) the existence of the parapet 
which can be destroyed by the long range arbillery fire of the attack, and (2) 
although separate portions of the enceinte support one another, nevertheless 
the fire is divergent and its concentration, particularly in firing through the 
closed embrasures, is possible only within extremely narrow limits- 

F~~~ the year 1899 up t o  the present work on the construction of the fortress 
of Deb Dadi has been continuous, and, thcrefore, i t  is supposed tha t  here we will 
meet with wet ditches, flanlting defences, provided by casemated caponiers 
and demi-oaponiers, with traverses on those faces which are exposed to enfilade 
fire. and. finally. with advanced forts and batteries- , . 

L rnformation to tllo country conterminou* with the Turkiatnn Yilitnrg District, publiohed by 
tho Stag of tho Turkistan Military District, Vol. SLVII ,  1903, NO. 11. 

Notes in I. B.- 
1 N o  sieea. but som0 f i~ ld .  - .  
2 No AIagazi~lc rifle-s. 
3 This is the fir& detailed description we hnve ever received of Deh Dadi. 



Besides Herat nnd Deh Dndi, the strongest of the Afghan fortresses, there 
be ellumerated some other fortified points, e.g., Maruchak, Bnla-Murghab, 

Kala-i-Nau (Kala Nno), Guriau (Ghurian), Sebzevar (Sabzawar), which, so to  
speak, cover the fortress of Herat from the north, west and south, but do not 
deserve any special attention. 

Jfiruc]tnk (Iiala Maruchak), the nearest fortification to  our frontier, is rectan- 
gnlar in shape. Height of thc enwide 3 sajens (21 feet), ditch 10 arshins (23i feet) 
wide, arshins (24; feet) deep. Citadel on a mound, 3 sajens (21 feet) high, 
eprings within the fortress. Garrison, 100 infantry. 

Bda-Jlurglrnb, 33 versts (22 miles) above Maruchalc on the right bank of 
the Murghab. The fortification is in the form of a square of sides of 35 sajens 
(82 yards). The wall of the fortification is of brick, is 2 sajens (14 feet) high, 
and has a double tier of rifle fire. The mound is surrounded by a ditch, and, in 
addition, the approaches from the west, north and south are protected by 
a stream that runs by. Garrison, 1 company of infantry. 

I{&-i-Nau (Iiala Nao), wall of dried clay, 2 sajens (14 feet) high. The 
whole defence lies in its massive round towers. Garrison, 1 company and 1 
sotnia (squadron of 100 men). 

Gurion (Ghurian), 62 versts (41 miles) west of Herat. A regular square 
with eclual sides of 135 sajens (315 yards). The walls of rammed clay have a 
double ditch. Garrison, 1 battalion infantry, 2 sotnias (squadrons) Militia and 
4 guns. 

Sebsewar (Sabzawar), 110 versts (73 miles) from Herat. Sebsevar stands on 
an elevation commanding the Adraskan valley. Fortified area ; northern face 
260 paces (200 yards), eastern 211 paces (160 yards). In the centre there is 
a citadel. Garrison, Militia. 

All the fortifications enumerated above are in need of extensive repairs. 

Outlring works on one flank of the fortress of Deh Dadi are provided by the 
fortress df T a k t a ~ u l , ~  8 versts to the north-west of Mazar-i-Sharif. It is square in 
shape, with rammed clay, perpendicular walls about 3 sajens (21 feet) high ; on each 
faoe of the square there are 12 towers. The defence is confined to riflesfire. 

The crossing of the Amu-Darya a t  Chushka-Guzar is closed by a recently 
aonstructed fortification, the blockhouse Shor Tepe (Shor Tnpa), a square with 
sides 90 paces (70 yards) long. ivalls of rammed clay, 64 arshins (15 feet) high 
and not less than 16 arshins (34 feet) thick. I do not know the actual depth of 
the ditch. Garrison, 100 men. 

The fortifications of Maimese (Maimana) have apparently been razed. 

Besides all the fortifications described above, i t  must be remembered that  
in Afghanistan every inhabited point is fortified (qila). But  the fortifications are 
of ~udd led  clay, and against an attacker provided with mountain or field artil- 
lery they cannot offer much resistance. The fortress of Faizabad is of more 
importance, as also are the fortifications along the river Panja, Apparently the 
Afghans intend to convert Faizabad into as strong a fortress as Deh Dadi, 
for this neighbo~rhood strategically is most important. There are no details 
of the fortress of Faizabad. It is known ' that  important works are in progress 
here, and we must be ready for all eventualities. 

:As regards fortresses in Southern Afghanistan, up to the present there 
is nothing a t  all like Deh Dadi and Herat. There are many fortified points of an 
Asiatic type and that is for the present the limit of {ortifications io thisquarter. 
However, in last year's Pioneer Mail the information was allowed to appear t ha t  
the Amir is engaged in examining a project for an entrenched camp a t  Dakke 
and Islamabad between Kandahar and New Chaman. 

- -- -- . - 

Sotes m I. B. 
1 A Rusfi~nn pece=28 inches. 
2 In mine. 
8 An open cnntonment. 
4 Not to us. 
9 Islemabed is the offi-iel neme of Bewsk  Port. 



The approaches from Russia to India or routes of advance or lines of 
communication may be classified into 4 groups :- 

(1) Routes from the Trans-Caspian Province t o  Herat. Kandahar and 
Quetta. 

(2) From the Amu-Darya (Samarkand) to Mazar-i-Sharif, Kabul and 
Peshawar. 

(3) From the Amu-Darya via' Faizabad, Zebak to Chitral or to the River 
Indus, avoiding the Khaibar Pass. 

(4) Routes from the Alai valley across the Pamir toJhe banks of the Indus 
and thence to Kashmir. 

First Group. 

On our frontier there are two strategical points of possible concentration 
From our Fronticr to Heret. : (1) ' Ak Rabat (Ak Robat) and (2) 

the Kushk post. 

From Ak Rabat there are two roads to Herat, one the westernJ across the 
Khombou (Khombao) Pass, and the other across the Sebz (Cllashma sabz) pass, 
20 versts (13a2 miles) to the east of the first. 

The road across the Khomb or Khombau pass is fit for artillery and wheeled 
traffic.3 The ascent to the pass is not difficult. Its height is 3,100 4 feet. ~h~ 
descent from the pass is easier than the ascent. The approximate length of the 
road is 219& versts (7 marches) (1454 miles) ; the marches average 30 to 45 versts 
(20-30 miles). 

From Robat t o  Herat across the Sebz is 201 versts (1334 miles), the height 
of tile pass is 2,800 feet.5 The ascent and descent are easy. Altogether 8 or 7 
marches. The road is fit for wheeled transport. This route is better supplied 
with water than the first mentioned. 

prom the Kushk post to Herat the two best known routes are : ( 1  ) across 
the Hazrat-i-Baba Pass and (2) across the Ardevan (Ardewan) Pass. The first 

is 137 versts (91 miles) long or G marches of from 20-28 versts (13&19 
miles) each, but wheeled traffic, without preparation of the road, is impossible. 
Troops will be more or less assured of a  upp ply of fuel, water and forage, 
The pass is easy. 

~h~ second route of 114 versts (75 miles 7)J 6 marches, is the shortest to Herat, 
marc-,es 12-26 versts (8-171 miles). The roads are very well adapted for 

wheels. ~h~ road over the easy Ardevan Pass stretches for 12 versts (8 miles) 
a narrow corridor; here i t  is in need of prepamtion for wheeled traffic. 

~h,,,~ is a sufficiency of water as also of forage but there is dearth of fuel. The 
roads across the Ardevan should play a great r61e in the Herat operations. 

F~~~ the ~ ~ ~ h k  Post there is a road viai the Sebz Pass, 209 versts (1388 
miles) long. 

F~~~ the Trans-Cnspian Province to Herat there is a circuitous road from 
Takhta B~~~~ vi,j Kala-i-Nau (Kala Nao), the Zermust (Znrmast) Pass, and Kurrukh 
(Knrokh), 92% ver~ t s  (147 miles ') long or 8 marches. For wheeled t,mnsport i t  is 

but, on the other hand, the road is quite suitable for a small moantcd 
detachment. In the spring there is a plentiful supply of grazing. 

Notas in I. B.- 
I 25 miles enst of zulfiknr. 
z About 30. 

N~~ fit but probt\b?y the beut_fili@mont for a cnrt-rOad. 

4 3,900. , ., ., , , . , 
6 4,840. 
6 74. 
I 72t. 

184 lniles by ~~l~ N ~ ~ ,  134) by n eehorter route that does not pa= through this PI=. 



There are pack roads west of the Khombau PRSB but information regarding 
them is insufficient. The question of the reconnaissance of these passes is an 
urgent one. 

From Herat to Sebsevar two roads are know11 : (1) zlid ..ldraska.n (the Adras- - - 

, Roads from Hernt to Sebscvnr (Sebsorn). 
kand river) and '(2) vici the defile Sengua- 
I<i~sal th,~ to the west of the first. 

Across bdrnslran, through the Shah-Bid (Robat-i-Shahbed) defile is 151 versts 
(100 niilesg) or 8 marches of 12-32 versts (8-21 miles) each. The road is level 
and fit for wheeled traffic. The water-supply is sufficient, grazing scanty, forage 
procurable only a t  inhabited places, no fuel. 

Across Sengna-Kissakh (according to Khanikoff) is 125 versts (83 miles) o r  
5-6 marches ; tlie road appears to have been now abandoned ; commercial traffic 
goes across Adraskan. The ascent to the pass a t  Sengua is more difficult than 
the descent. 

From Sabzor and Jembran to the Farrakh Rud two routes are also known: 
Ron& from Sabzor nnd J e m b r ~ n  to tho (1) Sabzor to the town of Farra and Jamb- 

River Ferrakl~ (Farad)-Rud. ran (2) to Doulatabad (Daulatabad). 
From Sabzor to the town of Farra is 111 versts (734 miles O)  or four marches. 

The road is fit for wheeled transport. The neighbourhood of the road is fairly 
well cultivated, populous, and consequently well provided with water. 

From Jembran to Doulatabad is 125 versts (83 miles '), the road is fit for 
wheeled traffic with the exception of the march over the Katal-i-Zord (Zard) Pass. 
The ascent to the pass is gradual, the descent steep, but its preparation would 
not be difficult. The neighbouring country is deficient in population and water. 

From Farra the line of operations goes to Dilaram and Girishk, and from 
Roads from ~srrnkh-Rud to Girishk. Doulatabad vici Vashir (Washir) and 

Girishlr. 
The first road is 224 versts (149 miles ') or 6 marches. The first half of 

the road as far as the river Kash (Khash) Rud traverses a country in which 
inhabitants are to be found only a t  the halting places. There is a sufficiency of 
water and provisions, and i t  would seem that wheeled traffic is possible. The 
second of the route, i.e., east of the river Kash-ltud, lies through a 
veritable desert. 

The route from Doulatabad to Girishk is 258 versts (171 miles 0) or ten 
marches. The first portion of the journey as far as the river Kash-Rud passes 
through uninhabited country. From the Kash-Rud eici Vashir and Girishli tile 
roads run t,hrough a well-populated country; forage and provisions are found in 

quantities. Wheeled t ra5c  would be possible after a little preparation. 
- - - 

The best course would be to make simultaneous use of both these routes. 
In  spring and autumn the Kash-Rnd offers difficulties in the matter of cross- 

ings, but in summer there is no difficulty. 
The principal route from Girishk to Kandahar crosses the Kushk Nakhud, 

108 versts (713 miles lo) or five marches. 
Roads from Girishk to Kondahar. The most difficult march is the first, a 

waterless one of 30 versts (20 miles). The remaining marches are not difficult ; 
the country is populous and has plenty of water. The route entails a passage 
of the Helnland which is easy " in the summer. In June the width is 430 sajens 
(1,000 yards) ; there are several branches, the widest of which is 70 sajens (160 
yardd); thc depth is 34 feet, the current 44 versts (3 miles) an hour. There 
are fords. 

_ - --- -- 

Xotes ill I. B.- 
1 I'i:, Karez-Rernt and Rui Khaf-Berat. 
2 Not to lm tracod. 
3 74 miles. 
4 This iu perhap the road to Juwain. 
6 ? Zinrat.i-Kbwaja L'ria. 
6 88 milea. 
7 G;f miles. 
0 l l i 4 t  miles. 
0 1524 miles. 

10 ;oh milea 
11 Extremely difficult in summer, minimum depth is 3t feet. 



The second river is the Areandab, 24 feet deep and 17 snjens (40 vards 
wide. North of tho Helmand-Glirishk route there are two others, but tllhy are 
,,,ore difficult, and south of it there is one rid Bala-I[haga,l 121 versta (804 
miles).* 

From Iinndahar t o  Qoetta is 221) versts (146 milesz) or 12 marches, of which 
seven as far as the  Khoja (Khwaja) Amran range are over a road fit for wheeled 
traffic and rerluire hut  little preparation. Beyond Chaman (fortified by the gng. 
lish) t raf ic  runs over the English military road. On the first two marches water 
is sufficient, but on the remainder, up to Chaman, water is of indifferent quality 
and there is hu t  little of it. Provisions and forage can be found only on the two 
first marches and within the English frontier. This road is closed by the Chanlan 3 

for t ,  which can be avoided by the road vi6 the Gvai ( ? Gwazha) Pass, which 
lies t o  the  west of the route described. 

I ' The route appears to  have but little water, but the Spitana4 Kotal Pass is fit 
for the  passage of field artillery and is recognized to be the best across the Koja 
Amran range. 

The Second Group of Routes. 

To Mazar-i-Sharif from the Amu-Darya routes lead from the crossings a t  
From the A ~ U - ~ a r y n  to Kabul. Kerki, Kelef (Kilif) Chushka-Guzar, and 

Pat ta  Hissar (Kisar) :- 

( I )  From Kerki the  route runs vici Akhcha (Akcha), Balkh and Mazar-i-Sharif. 
Total length 227 versts (1509 miles O) or 10 marches. The route is suitable for 

traffic only. An inconsiderable amount of work would be required, viz., 
from the well a t  Oglanchi t o  the well a t  Tash Kuduk (strata of sand). 'The best 
route between Herat and Kandahar passes through the following  laces : 

H e r d  lo - 
Kuz-i-Bagh (Rozabngh) . . . . 
Slir Duah . . . . . . 
Sutlnn-Bukvn . . . . . . 
Koja-Ibrahim . . . . 
Rabat-i-Shakh (Robot-i-Shakhbed) 
Mir- Alla . . . . 
Adrnsknn (? Adrnskand Rivcr) 
Khnja-Uriyo (Zt. Khwaja Uria) 
Jembran . . . . 
Sebzor (Sebzawnr) . . 
Imoret .. . . . . 
Jejo .. . . . . 
Kale-i-Sefid - . . . 
Farra (Fareh) . . . . 
Khormalilc (Khurmalak) . 
The river Kash (Kha~h)-Rud 
Vashir (Washir) . . . . 
Rinbannk . . . . . 
Zirnk (? K. Sadat) . . 
Girishk . . . . . . . . 
Khaki-Chonan (Khak-i-chopan) . . 
K u ~ h k  (River Khunhk)-i-Nakhud . . 
Khouz-i-Mednt-Khan (Hauz-i-Madat) 
Sinjari (Sinjiri) . . . . . 
Kandehar . . . . . . 

Total-Marches 26. 

Verete. Miles. 
(Intermediate.) (Intermediate.) 

*The rivere on the route ere for the grnnter part of the year 00 easy to cross that for any of them 70 
eajens (163 yrrde) of bridging moterial will be ample. 

Notes in I. B.- 
1 Perhaps from Kale Bist dong the right bank of the Arghandab. 
2 160 milcs. 
a ? ~ l o j a k  poeition. 
b Spin Tizak, another name for the Ghwazha. 
6 Not now. -. - 

d 1864. 
T stegos rather mixed. 



The road is supplied with n.ater, (admirably so) on the 1st march and from 
the 5th to  the end of the 10th march, but from tlie 2nd t o  the  4th inclusively 
water is scanty, and i t  is necessary t o  take apparatus for raising it. There is 
sufficient fuel. Supplies and provisions are ind~fferent, and where these can be had 
little water is procurable. 

(2) From Iierki the second route leads along the Amu-Darya to  Kelif and 
thence on to Rlazar-i-Sh~rif, in all 196 versts (130 miles) or 9 marches; consequently, 
the route is shorter. Wheeled traffic is quite possible ; water sufficient ; abun- 
dance of fuel ; provisions and forage can be obtained almost everywhere. 

(3) The route from Chushki-Guzar to  Maznr-i-Sharif is 72 versts (48 miles I )  

long, of mllicll the first march 32 versts (214 miles) runs through desert and has 
but little water, but afterwards the country is inhabited. This route joins the 
last mentioned rnutc a t  the 52nd verst (35 miles). Wheeled traffic on the first 
march would be difficult owing t o  tlie sand. 

(4) The route from Patta-Hissnr (Kisar) is the sliortest (to Mazar-i-Sharif), 86 
versts (37 miles) or two marches. Wheeled traffic is possible. There is little 
water. There are practically no provisions or forage. 

Fro111 Kerki routes also run to  Mximene (Maimana) and Shibirlrhan (Shi- 
barghan). The first route from Iierlri is 220 versts (146 milesg) or scven 
marches long, of which on the first 73 versts (48$ miles) wells, s ~nlrtinles unfit 
for drinking, are passel. On the concluclin,a mzrchea there is sufficient water. 
IVlleeled traffic on the first 40 versts (26 miles) is difficult on account of the sand. 
This route is important as i t  is the link between the Herat and Kabul lilies of 
operations. The second route, from Kerki t o  Shibirlrhan, is 132 vcrsts (88 miles?) 
long. I t  is fit for wheeled traffic. Water is scanty and means for raising it  must 
be carried, as also provisions and forage. 

From 1Iazar-i-Sharif the main road t o  Kabul goes through Tash-Kurpn ,  
up to  which is 62 versts (41 miles ') or 3 marches. The road is fit for wheeled 
traffic, but the surrounding country is scantily populated. It is better not to reckon 
on finding provisions and forage. Water can be found only a t  the halting-places. 

From Tash-Rurgan the road goes in a southerlv direction to  Bamian and 
thence in an easterly one to  Kabul. The road has a total length of 496 versts (329 5 

m~les) or 20 marches. The whole of the country traversed is mountainous. The 
road either follo~rs tlic narrow gorges of the rivers Khulm, Gorbend (Ghorband), and 
the tributaries of the latter, or, leaving the narrow valleys, runs across passes. It 
is reckoned that  on this route are 12@ important passes, there are 2 on the sixth 
march from the village Khurram to  that  of Rui (Chambar.ak, 1st and 2nd passes) ; 
the ascent to  the 2nd Chambarak pass is very difficult. There are also 2 on the 8th 
march from the village of Doab (Doab-i-Shah Pasand), t o  the settlement of Maduri 
(Madar), viz., the Kizil-Kutal and especially the Kara-Kutal (Icara) passes, both 
rocky and almost the most di5cult  of all the passes on the whole march t o  Kabul. 
On the 18th march near Bamian there are 3 pasues, viz., 1 he Ale-Rabat (Ak-Robat), 
Pelu (Palu), and Cheshme Pelu. On each of the loth, 14th, 15th, 17th, and 
19th marches there is 1 pass. 

All these pas:= are more than 9,000 feet high and attain 13,000 feet on the 10th 
march across the Great I rak7  pass [the ascent is steep and 19 versts (1 mile) long]. 
M'heeled transport could not pass along this road 15 years ago ; field artillery could 
be hauled with great di5culty. Water is everywhere good and abundant. There 
are many inhabited localities. Provisions and dry forage are procurable, but there 
is no grazing. The best time for movement is summer, from the beginning of June 
to  the beginning of September. Rivers are fordable in the summer on this route. 
There are many defensible positions favourable for the Afghans. The total length 

- 

Xotrs In I. B.- 
1551. 
2 132b. 
3 96. 
4 32. 
6 319t or 28 marches. 
6 14 pn.sar6 In RU. 
7 Tho road now crosses the Hnjignk Peea, 12,000 feet and not the Irak. 



of the road from the banks of the A ~ u - n a r g a  to  Kabul (Termez, Mazar-i-8harif, 
Bamian, ~ a b u l )  is 118 [sic] versts (78 'miles) ( ? 1,110 versts or 736 milrs). For 
the first 614 versts (407 ' miles) the route lies along a plain and is fit for  whpelpd 
tmffic. The remaining 496 versts (329 :' miles) to  Kabul is a difficult p;hck road, 
but, on the other hand, the supply of water and provisions is amply secured. 
Resistance on this line of advance would be stubborn. I n  the last ten years the 
route has been much improved and along i t  passed the artillery which now forms 
its armament t o  the fortress of Deh Dadi. But there is no precise information 

with reference to  its present condition. Besides this route, M c C r ~ ~ o r ,  who 
was Chief of the Staff of the Indian Army, quotes another route from hIazar-i-8hnrif 
southwards vici Dar-i-Yussuf (Dara Yussnf), Valishnn (Walishan), Bend-i-Char- 
@man (Chahar Usman), the Icatal-Muglak (Baghlak) Pass across the crest of the 
Kin-i-Baba which debouches on the aforementioned road a t  Gardan Diwar (Cardan 
Diwal). The information given by McGregor is very incomplete and inexact ; the 
total length of the route is 431 versts (286 miles) or 20 marches, that is, 127 versts 
(84 miles) shorter than the Bamian route, but the nature of the road is unknown ; 
i t  traverses a country mainly inhabited by Khezaritz (Hazaras). 

The routes joining Mazar-i-Sharif to Herat are those vici the towns of Balkh 8 

(4,000 houses), Shibirkhan (Shibargan), Mnimene (Maimana), and Kala-Nou 
Nao), but  t o  Slubirkhan there is also another, more southerly. route which doe3 not 
pass through Balkh and Akhcha and is therefore shorter than the first. 

Along the first route through Akhcha it  is 136 versts (90 miles) to Shihirkhan 
and 185 versts (123 miles) t o  Sar-i-Pul, or 9 marches. The route is fit for wheeled 
traffic, inhabited, and has water, but the climate is unhealthy. 

The second, the direct route to  Sar-i-Pul through Shibirkhan, is in all 137 
versts (91' miles), but the country is scantily populated and waterless. From 
Str-i-Pul t o  Maimene is 126 verstq (83i8  miles) or 6 marchec. The route is diffi- 
cult and requires work in places ; water sufficient ; country little populatecl. 

From Maimene to Bala-Murgab is 161 versts (107 Omiles) or 8 marches. There 
is an  insufficiency of water, fuel and provisions, but forage is good when in 
season. 

From Bnla-blurgab to Herat is 274 versts (182 miles) or 13 marches. The 
route is fit for wheeled traffic only along the river Murgab to Maruchak and 
further t o  Tash-Kepri and the kushl: I'ost, but the shortest route to  Herat from 
Bala-Murgab, viz., through Kala Nou (Nau) and Zirmust (Zarmast) 228 verG5- 
(151 lo miles) is probably not fit for w h e w f f i c .  

- 

The total length of the route from Mazar-i-Sharif t o  Hrrat is 774 versts 
(491" miles) or 36 marches. For wheeled traffic i t  must be prepared from Sar-i- 
Pul t o  Garshambe ( ? Chahar-Shamba), 202 versts (135 miles). The rest of the 
road is quite suited for wheeled trafic. 

From Kandahar t o  Kabul the route runs through Kala-i-Gilzai (Kalat-i- 
Ghilzai) and Gazni (Ghazni). 

From Kandahar t o  Ka.la-i-Gilzai there are 3 routes : (1) along the A r ~ n -  
dab (Arghandab) valley through Jamadin, Selim, Maidan, 1544 versts ( 1 0 1  mlles) 
or 7 marches ; (2) along the Argastan valley through Mundi (Pandi), Hissar, Nogul- 
IChel, 183 versts (121 miles) or 8 marches, and (3) along the Tarnak valley, 132 
versts (8812 miles) or 7 marches. 

Notes in I. B.- 
1 33St. 
z (is. 
3 ?Ria .  
4 Very little. 
6 330f. 
0 Ruins. 
111.r. 
8 1172. 
0 913. 

10 141. 
11 4001. 
:e 97. 



The Tarnak route is the middle one of the two above mentioned. This 
Tnrnak route is the most convenient, for the country is level and fit even for siege 
artillery. There is plenty of water and a suficiency of provisions and forage. 
From Haln-i-Gilzai to Gaz~ii is 11 marches or 216 versts (143 miles) and from 
Gazni to Kabul another 6 marches or 126 versts (84 miles). The country is partly 
hilly, partly level, and tliere is plenty of water. 

The whole journey from I<andahar to  Kabul is 474 versts (292 miles) or 23 
marches. There are no particular physical obstacles, while tliere is much water and 
there will be no want of fuel, fornge, and grazing. A force of 20,000, as proved 
by the Anglo-L4fghan wars, can live exclusively on the country if i t  organizes before 
hand an adequate system of supply. 

This route is accounted the best in Central Asia. 
Generally speaking, all t,he routes mentioned under the 1st and 2nd groups are 

now in better condition tallan I have described them. There is illformation of 
some ilnportant work having been done on several of the routes enumerated. 

Tire Tliird Group. 

From Samarkand a road leads across one of the paqses of the Hissar Range 
nos& from Ssmnrkand to Filiznbnd nnd through Karatag, Essar ,  Kafimigan, (Icafir 

the Chitrd ~aI lcy .  Nihang), Kuliab (Kulab), Faizabad and 
Zebak t o  Chitral. 

In  the Bolrharan Khanate the road is mountainous and for wheeled t r ans~o r t  - 
I - -  

almost impracticable, but, on. the other hand, it. traverses very populous country, 
well provided with water and supplies. The passage across the Amu-Darya is a t  the 
so-called Chubek crossings From the crossing the road goes to Paizabad by the 
valley of the Icokcha river. The road is good and convenient, and the surrounding 
country is well inhabited. The length is 126 versts (83g miles). From Paizabad 
to Zebak is 90 versts (60 miles) of very difficult road, but the country is rich and 
supplied with every necessity. - - 

From Zebak i t  is possible t o  move direct on Ghitral across the Dora, Agram or 
Khatinzz Pass. Ten years ago these passes were considered almost inaccessible, 
and, therefore, i t  was proposed t o  move troops along the circvltous route 
r.16 Ishkashim (Ishkasham) and the valley of the River Pyandj (Panja). To-day i t  i s  
considered possible to  carry on operations straight across the aforementioned passes, 
selrcting the one considered best according to the time of year. The length 
of the route from Zebak to Chitral is less than 150 versts ( l o o 7  miIes). The total 
journey from the Amu-Darya to  Chitrd is 366 versts (242 miles). 

There is a roundabout route from Zebak to Ishkashim and thence along the 
Pyandj (Panjs) to  Sarkhad (Sarhad). It passes through an inhabited country, 
but the road is a difficult one for pack animals. I t  debouches on t o  the Barogil 
(Bnroghil) Pass which is open all the year round and is most convenient. But fur- 
ther on along the River Yarkhun to Chitral in summer (4 months) movement is out 
of the question on account of the high level of the waters of the Chitral-rt very 
deep and turbulent river. I n  all the distance from the Amu-Darya t o  the Barogd 
pass is 510 versts (308 miles). 

From Samarkand one can march to Faizabad vi6 Karshi, Kelif (Kilif), Mazar- 
i-Sharif, Kunduz and Faizabad. But on tliis route there is a waterless stretch of 
70 versts (4F&1° miles), viz., from Tash-Kurgan t o  Kunduz. From Kunduz to 
Faizabad is 145 versts (96 " miles). 

Notes in I. B.- 
1 1.54. 
2 89. 
3 310. 
4 Hazarat Imam-Faimbed, 91 miles. 
6 94. 
8 Wo. 
7 92i .  
8 278t. 
0 Zebak to the Bsroghil, 150. 

10 70. 



Pourth Group, 

The best route b m  the valley of the Alai is rrii the Kizil-Art Para, Ak- 

Route from thc vallry of Alsi to tbc valley Baital, Parnirsl<i Post, Kizil-Belts Pam, 
of I hr rivcr Indm (Pamire). Renk ' Pass, and thence viri the Kallik 

(Kalili), Men-Teke (Mintaka), or other 
passes, Prom Alai to  the Hindu &~sh is 500 versts (330 miles), from the 
Hindu K u h  to the lndus 180 (120)'. Grazing is very limited and in places non- 
existent. 

The p-8 are easy of access and quite fit for pack transport. The prepara- 
tion of this road for wheeled traffic does not offer any particular diff i~ul ty.~ 

CONCLUSION. 

A consideration of the strength and resources of Afghanistan leads to  the 
conclusion that  this country is of itself a formidable opponent with whom we 
shall have to  reckon very seriously. After being reinforced by thc Anglo-Indian 
forces, Afghanistan will compel us to  put forth our whole strength and concentrate 
a n  immense army on its frontiers. I n  this connection it is interesting to glance 
~t the existing plans of the English for the defence of India, for they are inti- 
mately connected with the Afghan theatre of operations. 

A defence may be either passive or active, and for the last 30 years a 

The Dcfenee nI India. 
controversy has been in progress amongst 
the English betw~en the supporters of 

both plans. The supporters of passive defence include such anthorities on Afghan- 
istan as Lord Roberts, Lord Lawrence, Lord Napier of llltgdala, Sir W. fiJnn.cfiela 
and Lord Chelmsford. They maintain thnt it is jmpossible to  place any relianch 
on Afghanistan, that i t  is a wild and hostile country,* and with its mcupatjon 
the lines of communication will be very lengthened, while the army w~l l  be moving 
away from its reserves and supplies. 

Moreover, according to their arguments, the North-West Frontier. t h a t  is 
the country between the Indus and the Kabul-Ghazni-Kandahar line. is very 
strong from a defensive point of view, while the country near Kandahar 
Kabul is very weak for this purpose. By advancing the defensive line, the 
Anglo-Indian army would find itself amongst intricate defiles. which. in case 
of a reverse, might lead t o  its defeat, while even in the event of success, they 
would still greatly hamper communication, i.e., the transport of supplies to  the 
army. 

The Russian armies would have to  cross a vast extent of country.to reach 
the River Indus, nn operation would require a large number of troops for the 
communications, would greatly hamper the transport of supplies, and render the 
rear of the army very vulnerable to attack by the Afghans. Consequently, the 
army that  reaches the Indus will be considerably weakened and frittered away 
in numerous detachments. 

This party demands the development of communications along the North- 
west Frontier with a view to  rapid concentration of troops a t  the necessary or 
threatened point. I n  addition to  the construction of most formidable fortified 
areas near Quetta and Pahawar, they recommend the safeguarding of the 
approaches to  the of the Indus hetaeen Kalabagh and nera Ismail Khan. 
and the blocking up by permanent fortifications of the exits of the valleys of the 
Kurram, Tochi and Gomal rivers. 
-- 

* The supporters of pnssive defence are mostly people who were in Afghnnistan during the '2nd Anglo-Afghen 
war and nre irritated by their failures there. Hence they cannot honestly believe in an alliance with the 
Ughnnr and are not the victims of any auch optiolsm ; they, themforc, am in favour of paviva defence. 
s.e., on Indian territory. 

Notes in I. B.- 
I ? Bnyik. 
z Gilgit to the Kilik, 143. 
a An nmnzfflg stntemcnt. 
4 Curious concatcnation. 



With regard t o  the defence of the northern frontier, this party advises meet- 
ing tlle Russians as they debouch from the mountains; thry, therefore, are averse 
from the occupation of the edvanced positions of ChitraI and  GiIgit and t l ~ e  
construction of military roads t o  these points, and urge that  the country will 
suffice to  stop the advancing foe. The bulk of tlic army shoulcl be a t  Lahole- 
Rawalpindi. 

The c,ritics of pnssive defence (i.e., within the limits of India) say that  the 
defensive on the far side of the S11)eirnan range, along the line Yeshawnr-Ba.nnu- 
Dcra Qhazi IChnn-Jn.cobabad, would enable R.assia t o  occupy AfghanistJan, con- 
solidate her position there, prolong the line of raiIway from K~sl l l i  to Herat and 
Kandahar, and also t,o Kabul, and thereby remove all the difficulties in the supply 
a,nd c~ncent~ra~tion of the troops. The defensive line is too long, and. therefore. 
i t  is possible for the Russians t o  break through i t  once the ranges and passes of 
Afghanisban are in their hands, and, consequently, their ac.tions would be screened 
from the observation of the English. I n  this nmnner i t  would be the defensive 
t,hat would suffer from uncerta.inty and the dissemina.tion of its forces, whilst 
t,he initiative, concentratioil of troops and freedom of action wouId rest wit,h 
the Russians. 

The critics of passive defence beyond tlle Suleiman range, but with one flank 
advanced t o  the Ichwaja Amran range, cor~sider this pIan unsuitable :--for 
(1)  the dcfence of fortifications a t  Peshawar, Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan, Sukknr, 
and Quetta would bring about the passive cordon system ; the armies would be 
scattered, tied down to wideIp separated points, condemned to  inaction ancl 
wea.kness, which undermine the morale of tlle defence, and (2) the situatinn 
of tlle English forces on the Peshin position would be jeopardized on the Russians 
occupying the pea te r  part of Afghanistan, as they could cut the English lines 
of commpicatibn and march round their rear. 

I n  short a plan of defence, such as the above, would give Afghanistan into 
the hands of the Russians and put her on the stronger side, as well as enabIe t he  
Russians t o  stir up all the warlike races of North-Western India against the 
English. At tlle present time Kitchener is the supporter of the active defence, 
the plans of which have been worked out in detail by Macgregor, Bell, and others. 
Thev call for the fir111 estab!ishment of British sovereientv over Afehanistan. " " 
or, a t  least, an extension of the civilizing influence of Great Britain amongst the 
Afghan people, and after tha t  requim urgent insistence on the construction 
of a clme network of carriageable roads and railwavs in Afghan territory. -4t 
the same time the defence should be advanced. in their ouinion. ur, to Herat itself. 

I ' I  - 

and for operations against the Russians in this neighbourhood it will be necessary 
to  act against the Russian rear from the direction of IChorassan. The defence 
of Kabul and Kandahar should be conducted in advance of these points. I n  
fact, according to Bell, Afghanistan should play the part of an advanced 
fortification, or glacis, to  use the favourite word of English political essayists. 
Apparently these plans have entirely gained the day, as the present Mission t o  
Kabul was guided by the above principles, proposing, amongst other things, t o  
create a formidable line of defence on the River Helmznd.' At all events, one 
cannot but suppose that, in case of war with us, the English would try t o  antici- 
pate us in seizing the line Kabul-Kandahar (300 miles), which would considerably 
shorten the existing line Peshawar-Kandahar or Sukkur (480 miles). 

Whether the English will be satisfied with this middle course, or move t o  
the line of Herat, will depend on many factors, but chiefly an the energy and 
6UCCeSS of our actions, and also on the personality of the Anglo-Indian Commander- 
in-Chief, who, even if he does not believe in the Anglo-Indian Army, inust a t  
least believe in himself as a distinguished leader of men. 

Ia a c ~ m p a i ~ n  qainst  India through Af- I n  conclusion it  is necessary to  add 
qbonistan pwsible a few words on the possibility of our 

campaign against India. 

Notas in 1. B.- 
1 Tho Huaeiunn appear to have heard of the Afghan propoenln. 



Of colirse nothing in the world is impossible, and, if all tlie great conquerors 
of olden tinlea were successful in such campaigns, there is no reason to  suppose 
t h a t  we should not be likewise successful. But, in any case, it ia beyond dispute 
t h a t  m advance on lndin is by no means an easy task. By a single corp ,  as 
was considered sufficient in the ' seventies,' nothing will be achieved. I t  is better 
not to count on a rebellion in India;  such an event will only be po~sible a t  the 
rncl of a campaign, if we have gained important successes ; moreover, a rebellion 
would require sc~rious preparation in time of peace, a project to  which we have 
given neither practical nor theoretical consideration. 

The chief difficulty of the campaign is the length of the line of communication, 
which will require large forces for its security. 

Thus, in the campaign of 1879-80, the English were obliged to employ 20,000 
men to  guard their line of operations, Peshawar-Kabul, whilst the force employed 
in  active operations against the enemy only amounted to  5.OCJO. The question 
of supplies ancl military stores in Afghanistan will be no light matter, the armies 
will have to  depend on supplies sent up from the rear, and this will require the 
construction of railways and adequate equipment for them; a t  the same time 
this circumstance will seriously react upon the celerity of operations. 

Our operations will he preceded by diplomatic negotiations with Afghanistan, 
in  order to  bring her over to our side. But such questions, as an alliance with 
another power, can only be guaranteed long before a war, during the calm of peace, 

, and ,  therefore, we could hardly succeed a t  the  commencement of military opera- 
. t ions in drawing Afghanistan into an alliance with us. It is more probable 
t h a t  Afghanistan will be hostile to us, and, with the opening of military operations, 
we shall succeed in obtaining in her an ally only in the event of our gaining de- 
cisive ancl rapid success, for Afghans are Asiatics and bow to force. 

B u t  in any case we must tfry our fortune in negotiations with them, and pur- 
chase their alliance and co-o~erat ion bv a subsidv in monev and bv a ~romise  of 
estending the frontiers of ~ f i h a n i s t a n  i t  the explnse of t h i  ~ o r t h i ~ e k  Frontier 
of Tnd~a. Granted an alliance with Afghanistan, operations against India 
can make rapicl progress and the war may be finished in a single year. But we 
must not count upon this, but rather consider tha t  the alliance mill not be con- 
cluded. On our side, probably, many initial errors mill be committed, hence 
we must be prepared to make great exertions, and shall require an army as strong 
as the  Manchurian army, which will advance slowly. establishing its communi- 
cations on a firm basis. Most   rob ably the collision between us and the Anglo- 
Indian Army will take place in the Kandahar valley. The war will drag out 
for a long time, possibly about two years. 

It is uncertain when our campaign against India will take place, bu t  every 
one is fully aware that,  as long as Russia and England exist, everlasting contention 
is inevitable between them. On six separate occasions in the course of the past 
century relations between the two powers have been so strained that they led 
either to  opcn rupture, or to participation, behind the scene, of England in wars 
against Russia. 

We assiduously tried on these occasions to  march on India. In  reality we 
proved to be so weak tha t  we were compelled to confine ourselves to  demonstra- 
tions (1601 and 1879), or, what is still worse, limited ourselves to paper projects 
and academic arguments. 

Taught by bitter experience, after each war, open or secret, with England, 
we tried to obtain a firm footing in Central Asia, and thought that i t  was possible 
t o  render England amenable to reason by territorial expansion. As a matter 
of fact i t  turned out that there was still too much territory between US in India, 
and India appeared to be invulnerable to attack. 

Presumably, now that the Japanese war has been fought, we a t  last under- 
stand tha t  we can threaten India not by territorial expansion a t  the expense of 
Afghanistan, but bjr our actual readiness for war in Turki~tan. 

Notrs in I. B.- 
1 Figures corrt-ct for I'enrnher 187% Lnlrr the proportion m B  more like 5 on lines of 

~ o ~ m u u i c a t i o n s  to f at Kabul, and efter Sir D. Stewart's arrival at Knbul 3 to 4. 



If we desire a genuine peace with England, or rnther that she should be more 
complaisant and amenable in Europe, we have no ot,ller alternative open to us 
except to prepare for war with her and for a campaign against India. Only 
by this means can we guarnntee for ourselves peace in Asia, nnd can occupy our- 
selves in quiet with questions of internal politics nnd progress. 

One of the fundamental principles of military readiness is complete and 
accurate information about neighbouring powers. In this respect in Turkistan, 
as in Manchuria, rre are, so to say; bankrupt, because we know) nothing abou8 
Afglranistan nnd I d i n ,  nor do we wis11 to knozc,. Probably taught by bitter 
experience, we shall henceforth chan e our opinions on this mat,ter nnd we shall try 
t o  thoroughly study Afghanistan an! India. For this purpose we must obtain 
and prepare some thousands of officers, with a knowledge of the English, Afghan, 
and Indian, i.e., Hindustani languages. Presumably in the Tashkent and Orenburg 
Army Corps, as also in the civil middle schools of the Turkistan educational 
district, a reform in the method of teaching languages will be effected, and, in- 
atead of French and German which are quite unnecessary there, English and one 
of the eastern languages will be introduced. Of course a reform oi the study of 
languages concerns not only Turkistan but affects all our frontier districts, and 
it, seems to me that the oriental faculties in our universities should bear this in 
mind, and a t  once busy themselves with the creation of an adequate cadre of 
teachers. 

But, a t  the same time, this reform in the matter of languages cannot be 
expected t o  show great results for some time, c.g., ten years. The language 
question is, however, so important that we cannot afford t o  wait so long. It  is 
necessary t,o have recourse a t  once to  the system of learning languages tha t  
esists in the English Army. 

The learning of languages in it  is quite voluntary, but officers receive ad- 
ditions to  their pay, varying with the language from about £50 to  £80 a year.* 
Perhaps in our Army i t  would suffice to  limit the estra pay to £30 a year which 
would be a very substantial increase to  the salaries of senior officers. If, a t  first, 
the number of officers for each of the frontiers. Japanese-Chinese and Indo-Afghan, 
were limited to  1,500, i.e., 3,000 in all, then this would increase our annual 
military budget by only about £90,000, which is an inappreciable outlay com. 
pared with the valuable results to be obtained. Having such a large cadre of 
officers knowing the local and English languages, we shall be in a position t o  
send fully reliable agents into Afghanistan and India, and we shall be effectively 
prepared for all eventualities. Of course, for work of this nature, for instance in 
Afghanistan, i t  would be necessary t o  distribute St. George's crosses and sub- 
~ t~an t i a l  pensions. as i t  will entail the loss of the lives of many officers. However 
deplorable these losses may be, i t  is better to  sacrifice a dozen officers in time of 
peace than to  lose hundreds of thousands in war. 

One of the questions for consideration is the employment of native agents. 
Amongst them there are always t o  be found a few scores of capable men who 
could be trained for work of this nature. A typical example of the advantages t o  
be obtained from such agents is furnished by Tsibikoff, a common Buriat, who 
received a middle class education a t  Irkutsk or Chita. On the recommendation 
of our celebrated and learned Vesselovski; he entered the oriental faculty of the 
University of St. Petersburg, where the Imperial Russian Geographical Society 
took a deep interest in him and undertook t o  prepare him gradually for an ex- 
pedition to  Tibet. The result of this was tha t  Tsibikoff returned from Lhassa 
not very long ago, and brought back valuable information regarding Tibet, such 
as not even N. M. Prjevalski succeeded in obtaining. 

The experiment of the Geographical Society is well worth imitating. It 
would be possible t o  make admirable use of natives, for military purposes as 
well by putting a certain number of them through military schools and academies. 
- -  --- 

Thirr information was imparted to me by an Anglo-Indian o5cer 1 during my visit to Bomllay in 1900. 
Notes in I. B.- 

1 Who, it may b hoped, WM equally ineccurate in m y  other idormation he may have imparted. 



The English, with all their contempt for natives, nevertheless consider it 
necessary s~metimes to employ them for political purposes. ~ h u s ,  for instance, 
the English maiotain as Political Resident in Kabul, a Mahonlmerlan native, 
who discharges his task excellently, and even carries out a policy of the most 
intricate nature. 

We R~lssians have all the less reason to hesitate about employing a few score 
natives in our niilitary secret service. With us there has never been a separation 
of Russian subjects into white and black ; on the conhary, we have always 
accorded natives the full rights of citizenship and have even them a 
~rivileged position with regard to taxes. This policy in Asia has beell of sterling 
service to us and has contributed to the blending of the Russian and Pjative 
elements, and surely now, in return for the privileges conferred upon them, nre nlay 
ask a few score natives to discharge their lawful obligations to their native land. 

The military readiness of a State is likewise estimated by the rapidity of the 
strategic deployment of the army a t  the required points. 

With the construction of the Orenburg-Tashkent line we have achieved 
a great deal, but our task is far from complete. The next question for considers- 
tion is the laying of a railway line from Samarkand to Termez on the Amu-Darya. 
Here on the line of operations towards Kabul lies the formidable fortress of 
Dahidad Deh Dadi, and this fortress, as well as that of Herat, should be taken 
rapidly after the fashion of Zanerovslti, a procedure that will require consideration 
in time of peace, SO as to bring up a siege park against the fortress without 
losing a minute of time after the declaration of war. * 

The question of the laying of a railway line from Tashkent to Tomsk has 
also been under consideration in the press. 

I n  addition to new railway construction, i t  will also be necessary to pay 
to augmenting the carrying capacity of the existing lines : the Trans- 

Caspian and Orenburg-Tashkent Railways, in order to fully cope with the re- 
quirements of the transport of a large number of troops, the more so, as, owing 
to  the conditions of the theatre of operations, the Turkistan railway lines will 
have to work a t  much higher pressure than the Siberian line does now7, for the 
Afghan theatre of war is poorer than the Manchurian and a considerable portion 
of the supplies will have to be brought from Russia. 

Sufficient reserves of railway material should be collected in the Turltistan 
Province in order to have this material a t  hand when i t  is necessary to lay the 
railway in Afghan territory. 

In conclusion I must state that I am no advocate of war a t  any price with 
England, as I have taken Bismark's axiom to heart, viz., that "a  bad peace is 
better than a victorious war." But, on the other hand, the issue of peace or 
nrar is far from resting with us, and, if, as experience shows, wars are inevitable, 
then i t  is better that  i t  should be a campaign against India than any other war 
with another power. , I 

A campaign against India, if seriously prepared in time of peace, will un- 
doubtedly be crowned with success, and, a t  the same time, i t  is the one war which 
Kill guamntee an immense indemnity for Russia and secure her a lasting peace 
in Asia. 

+ Would it not be to transfor the Caucasus Siege Park to Turkistan if funds do not admit of 

the formation of a n 0 W  O n 0  f 

114 I. B. 
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